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—(Cass Scenic Railroad Memory—

by Sheriff Given time of day by the way the Geotge ! rtles in its effores o build  of the pine family, spruce,
: ythey Lumber Company, Camden-on-Gauley, Web- rartles inits o :
op _Goad, Leonard blowed the whistle on  Gum, Web HTITit'ij the ster Springs and all across up presure steam, and I""""d"““b‘
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Foasl sogrers, (o W Glmuley, the Campbells of
Ve ped - Thosga, aned Blrch Valley
wout WY, The Company, as well
River Boom and  as Pardee-Curin Lumber

Company of Webater
County, The WV Midland

| Railroad out of Webster
| m W:llmﬁtnue
t agent

Warrick Gum as engineer
and Porter Cochran s
conductor on the daily
passenger train out of
Webster Springs meeting
the passenger train our of
Richwood on its way to
Clarksburg; the people
hered ac the 5 ar
olly Juncrion, wen,

|t uf hd his own way
of blowing the whistle lor
railrond crossings, cows on
the railroad tracks, as they
d their girlfriend's
m , ared @ super whistle
as Ii'tﬂl passed grandma's or
grandpa's house.

The steam locomotive,
the h:gh wheel, high speed
steam
always spun thnt ﬁ:
when pulling out of the
stadon in Cowen, Rich-
wood, and Camden, as
Bloomer Green said all
aboard and rthe black
smoke billows 100 feet
into the air, it puffs and

The West Virginia
Midland Railroad

May ﬁ, 1965
For those who love
trains such as the old Shay
and Climax and those who
knew the West Virginia
Midland in its heyday of
busy passenger and freight
traffic, ic's still easy o walk
along the old right of way
up and down Holly River
on a misty night and
imagine hearing an engine
whistle or a signal echoing
d:rnin from the A:?: that
are long gone, yeurs
on, fact and ficdon

into one indispen-

sible mass of
memories of
\ aniinca'. n:;li]r

ng
ept

pulls out of the yard at
Palmer (now Sutton Dam)
headed for Webster
Springs, WV,

Continued On Page 3
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pratima of ovnionn —
grind, th: wheuhm the ‘h ) aleo
trucks, and it wes to birch, oak, and
Clarksburg, Richwood, number of cabs trveered
Holly Junction or Webster Cheat Mountsin., A
Springs. Seventy-five years

ago, this scrt of scene was
commonplace, steam
engines were wﬁwh:u,
coal rmins, branch lines, on
schedule, carrying Kansas
wheat, coal, lumber and
excursions to ball games,
world fairs, inaugurations
of presidents, governors,
state and other evenns. So,
Cass Scenic Railroad still
carries sounds, scents and
sights of steam powered
transportstion which has
yielded @ airports and
super highways. Cass
revives memories of steam
railroad ransportation.
The history of the Cass
Railroad is rtightly
entwined, with local paper
and lumber industries. A

century 1o, massive stands

gauge railroad
Lentherback  Creek, snd
over Cheat Mountsin o
k;mhﬁ:rh. complete
with the Nt two
mt:h'blckspt:r schieve
1,600 feet elevation gin, s
raill connection hetwesn
D Cofler’s towm of old
Cﬂw and new spruce, and

Spruce, the coldest and
the highest wown (38353
feet) in the eastern U.S. in
1909, 36 million board feet
of lumber went through the
big band sawmill of Spruce
and 40 mailroad cars of
petled pulpwood, left Cass

or the paper mill in
Covington, Virginia and
the paper mills of the
emtern ULS

As the dmber supply
Continued On Page 3

86 Miles From Flatwoods

To Cass

by Sheriff Giwen

Going north, going
south on Interstate 79 to

south on 4 and

eagles and
School,
High mw-

19,

McDonalds and Dairy

Q;u:rn and the screaming  Cogar’s R
Braxton

Scenic Railroad

Newsp Take Stte
Rm??j W mile
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Jammy B | P09 where you  qould buy
-i“‘-wﬂlu“ arthurg rowm s wasthopack
s P Baclbsew, wg w fowr Shay ergine, a
pomndbers oF L goosd sohond, church, and
et of Toghob and B the winter nme, iKe

Lams m Cowen Pand shating on the mill pond
Subnad v tie } Tha bayg sttrscoion was the
venrs.  aine  awf of Jdally pmssenger train and
Wb o te Fooad” who the wrangens might be
Sendes & Your Epem™, ot the compuny boarding
ol sonm amorher VX Men houne

and Moy Mosamcpn At Clss was incorporated in
e jement be & sermi- 1910, and formed a city
retieed and hin rthe government, a busy wwn
mameer on the Cam  with 60 houses, ciry water,

Hailroad and although owned and
mlﬂl&m -ulh West Virginia
Jeite 3 sehecmIOD Company.
Addenagh | creste v own &i.pm ::f:rurenpl'm
mory, & woudd bave been  cents for an cleven-hour
withowt the dayand fifty centsaday for

of M. Backbarst and  boardand room. Therewas

e propde of Cane no checkolf from wvour
per 902 Wewr wages such as social
Vipmis Mulp snd Paper security, income tax, andin

bougle oeeguarter of 3 fact, the men who worled
milllon wres of wvirgin  at the camps usually didn"t
s ged mmmedi-  draw their pay only every
stely to mow down six months. Company
mtwer s oagtdooe splendor. houses in Cass were renting
firxt st wpaportsble  for $10 per month with no

to s our the charge for warer or electric,
swcessry lumber for the  all was considered a part of
s double the rent. Dwing peak

twelve

log cars per trip with a
T N OITR, englneer,
firerman, comducror, and
four brakemen one for
every three cars. [t has been
sabd that No. 12 could have
handled more cars but |3
was the limit through the
switchbacks, two of which
are In operatdon today on
the Cass Scenic Railroad.
Three of those engines are
will in operation moday-—
New. 1, 4, 5, and recentiy
rchased No. 7 from
adow River Lumber
Company at Rainelle.
Although the Cass
Scenic Railroad is only
four miles long, the stecl
remains  inmct o Bald
KEnob and Spruce. The last
engine to Bald Knob was in
1961 and a motor car
makes it yet today. The
West Virginia Department
af Natural Resources is in
process of rebuilding
the track to Spruce and
Bald Knob, along with a
and possibly wall to
carpets and modern
lodge facilides far fAung
graybacks, bedbugs,
long tables, 5:00 am.,
akfasts, waiting for
vlight in the winrer
fore going to work

the tall virgin

not restore the

The Cass (West Virginia) Scenic Railroad

with real logs about one-
half mile from camp close
to the milrosd You must
have a siding with the
ariginal

Camp No., 5 or Mo, 29
builld them Jenny Lynn
type, stripped with
creosote (coal mr process)
0 preserve the wood and

dilute the bedbugs and
graybadks, wie roll mofing
with a 6 or 12 roof slope,
steel wall pipe for a
chimney, a couple of pot
barrel stoves, a coal fired
cnok stove abour (2 feet
long, iron skillers, big thick
cups for coffee that holds a
half pint, thick plates, a 30-
foot-long table withgallon
buckers of molasses,
honey, jellies, real
buckwheat from Freston
Couney, abourt three kinds
of meat and biscuirs.
Benches for chalrs, a
regular eating ome or you
wait for the next mal,
build the bunks against the
wall, one over top of the
other and make everything
original as far as possible,
Have a barn with twe pairs
of horses about 2,000
unds each. Proper
MEss hmd! over hames
(Webster shows nc such
word, but that is what
everybody calls them),
ﬁ":bﬂr grab maul on ler
me, good long check

lines, ] h.kl:r, hicks
with real caul shoes,
stagged pants, John Ritchi
e e MH‘EH d ; c-

and

weill in wee ey
e} VIt
remaining rom this trecs
130 acres known = i
Hamiltan Wedge, |
dispuw for years, finall,
seled, and is now a parr o
the Matiomal Forest locare 4
just off State Route 250
ncar Gavineer fire tomey
and is held in reserve for

log cars—same
Ipaded —some half loaded,
o make it leme real as dhe
train pulls up to Camp No.
5 or 29. Have the wood
hicks and horses in the real
act, it might be well to have
the hicks smy around at ple to view natore g i
night to el ﬁ'.ll tales about st.
logging train wrecks, how Cass, like Tioga, Diara
w file a saw, champion PBergoo, Holly Juncoop,
hicks, and ||‘.|th log  Jerryville, Three Forks, and
stories. You could let the Cherry River, wielded 1
kids ride the log horses f guromation or lack of
they weren't too tired from  dmber. The West Vicginis
putting on 2 15-minute Legislature, under the
audition each day. guidance of W.W. Barron,
The year 190 mw West  and now Governor Semith
Virginia Pulpand Papersell  is orying w give the Toun
the assets of Cassto Mower  of Cass new life with anold
Lumber Company, but time scenic milroad. Last
onlya partofthe quarteref  year 33,000 people plus
a million acres in the the politicans, took the
original ract. In fact, 65 four-mile trip through the
thousand acres on the switchbacks getting hor
upper end of Cheat River cinders in their hair. The
(river on top of a rush, the Shayengines, new
mountain), the remainder  faces have gi'-rcnn{»npc toa
of the quntermillionacres  dying town. The Cass
was “qm"dnd by the Scenic Railroad tully
government and is now veloped to the original
- part of the Matonal Forest. ':,1.: of [ut;mg mru
West Virgina Pulp and  existed at Camp No. 5 os
Paper also swold w the 29, cculd be the 1
Western Maryland Rail-  wourist amraction West
road, 93 miles of track * Virginia has ever known. k
intact from Spruce to Slate  must be original and
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ko cars per trip wich o
SEVENATAN CITW, Emgincer,
fireman, conductor, and
Pomar H‘iirﬂlﬂ:l ane for
every three cars. [t has been
said that No. 12 couldhave
handled more cars bu; 13
was the limir through the
switchbacks, two of wiaich

S B, .5 where you could buy
e ot graariiad v My anvthing from a nsoth peck
Wares § Blachbursr, moapece for Shayengine, 2
s remden of Ui ‘\uj schoal, church, and
ol eomcher of Englab and m the winter ome, ke
Lems = Ureen Fank High skaong on the mill pond.
Sohunnl o the 12 The big attracnon wm the
pears. she suthor of duily pwssenger train and
Tdm of the Food ™  whe the strangers mighe be
“Seecdesr I Towr Eyas™, af the commny bosrding are in operation today on
ol scm amarher 08 hien  huomse the Cass Scenic Railrand,
and Meghry Mlwemmaen T Ar Class was incorpotatedin - Three of those engines are
e presere be b osemn- 1910, and formed a city sdll in operation wdaye-
retired and his the gowernment, a busy town Mas. [, 4, 5, and recently
smeouscer on the Cass  with 60 houses, city warer, purchased Mo, 7 from
Scemle Hallrosad and although owned and Meadow River Lumber
mﬂu wikflite museum by Wes: Virginla Company at Rainelle.
bas guisr asedecoon.  Pulp and Paper Company. Although the Cass
Aldough [ croste my own Wages were seventeen Scenic Rallroad s only
wony, @ would have been  conts for an cleven-hour  four miles long, the steel
mposible withowt the dayand fifty censadayfor remains inmct ©  Bald
belp of Mr Blackharstand  boardand room. Therewas  Knob and Spruce. The st
he poople of Cass, ro checkoff from vour engine to Bald Knob wasin
year 907 Wesr wages such as socinl 1961 and » motor car
Vigeis Pulp sad Paper  security, incomemax,andin  makes it yet today. The
bougle cnegusrter of 2 fact, the men who worked  West Virginia Department
mllon ares of vimgin  ar the camps wsually didn't  of Natural Resources is in

:'::-r ?:1 bx-mdn;i“ :imr rhnrhplr g;iy every dl;-: pmckuu ofs rebuilding

six months, mpany the crack d
s s ourdoor splendor.  houses in Cass wererenting  Bald Knob, ’ah:ﬁ?ﬁnﬂnu
They fime set upaportable  for $10 per month with no lodg= and possibly wall 1o

for water or electric,  wall carpets and modemn
all was considered a part of m faciliies far flung

grayhacks, bedbugs,
bng tables, 5:00 a.m.,
breakfasts, waiting for
l dl:: ight In the winter
mately re going to work
harvesting the tall virgin

Camp No. 5 or No. 29;
bulld them Jennp Lymn
type, stripped with
crecosote (coal e process)
o preserve the wood and
dilute the bedbugs and
gravbacks, use rall roofing
with a & or 12 roaf slope,
steel wall pipe for a
chimney, a couple of pot
barrel stoves, a coal fired
cook stove abow 12 feet
long, tron skillets, bigthick
for coffee thatholdsa
half pint, thick plates, a 30-
foat-long table with gallon
buckets of molasses,
honey, jellies, real
buckwheat from Preston
Counry, about three kinds
of meat and kiscuits
Benches for chairs, a
regular eating time or you
wait for the nexs meal,
build the bunks against the
wall, one over top of the
e g
original as far as ible.
Have a barn with t&cl:spairs
of horses aboutr 2,000
unds each. Proper
mess hoods over hames
(Webster shows no such
word, but that is what
evervbody calls them),
ﬁ;ﬂhﬁ. grab maul on ler
me,

h I]gmfu lorg check
nes, - hicks
with rﬂ?‘amulk? shoes,

stagged pants, John Ritchie

o red and

The Cass (West Virginia) Scenic Railroad

stll in uee oy,

The only virgin timbe.
remnadning trom this tracy |,
130 scres known m the
Hlm"{ﬂtfl w-:d-,:q_ is
dispuwe tor vears, finally
settled, and s now a part o

with real logs about one-

half mile from camgp close
to the milroad You muss
have 11 £!th with  the
ol gina OF CArS=—S%Imc
hﬁl?iﬂj—imr half loaded,
ta make it look meal as the
train pulls up to Camp No.  the Natioral Forest locae |
5 or 29, Have the wood  just off Smze Route 15

hicks and horses in the real  pear Gavineer fire tos e
act, it mightbewell tohave  and is held in reserve foe
the hicks stay around at  people 1o view nature at in

night to tell zall ales about  hest,
logging train arecks, how  Cass, ke Tioga, Dians,
w file a saw, -;'I'mmpiun Bﬂ.’w—"- '-'lﬂn"p' U,

hicks, and lobby log Jerryville, Three Forks,ang
stories. You could let the Cherry River, yielded 1o
kids ride the log horses if  automation o lack o
they weren't too tired from  dmber. The West Virgnia
putting on a 15minute Legislature, under the
auditdon each day, spuidance of W.W. Barron,
The year 1940 saw West  and now Governor Smith,
Virginia Pulp ind Papersell s trying m give the Town
the nssers of Cass to Mower  of Cass new life with anold
Lumber Company, but time scenic railroad Las
onlya partofthequarterof  year 33,000 people plus
a2 million acres in the the poiticians, ok the
original tract In fact, 65 four-mile trip through the
thousand acres on the switchbacks getting hot
upper end of Cheat River cinders in their hair. The
(river on top of a rush, the Shayengines, new
mountain), the remainder faces have given hope to s
of the quarter millionacres  dying town. The Cass
was n:qnirndd by the i:enlc R-I‘lr;:d tully
government and {5 now veloped to original
part of the National Forest. “ﬂ: of h“[ns s as
West Virginia Pulp and  existed ar Camp No. 5 or
Paper also sold w the 29 could be the bigges:
Western Maryland PBail-  tourist attraction West
road, 93 miles of ack  Virgina hasever known, k
intact from Spruceto Slate  must be original and
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mph, are wandasd for ¢

d Cass Scenic Railroad M
auipped with deiee 'n v 2
4 ass vcenic naiiroa emory ok i o R, s
wo ey “cntimued From of side rods ¥ wheel S
i w hragh o '::mﬂ\i wo ifd ﬂl"ml:'l' ::.r; “::.:I:hhl_ It't:lti'lt:.“'lr’l‘: purchas:  from IMIJW;-.\I berween Cass and Durbin.  on the engine E!E*t:tnt;:tl :";':’.::::"tml;:
ety Tl trgs oy S b Andindd and ”fill“illj“ ’.‘.“:".' ll tjl: Junk Yard. The #1 Mower The smateur politicians of 2 drive wheel, giving the  cinders, the
R T & e e e e and 4 ¥ d l':._ -trﬁi-';-li‘ Lumber Company railroad WYV let the railroad from  Shay memendous traction.  on & qf[_j
s Wadee o R "ons ol by o l‘lr'. H]n.-n.-.:r;{‘ll"'l—:;n;:;c: ::’lgl:‘l: 1-.-.-un.dla§!:-: |m.|r1m:d, Durbin w Cheat Juncion The Shays climb an 1%  the ::‘lﬁl!t‘l.‘
Lo h-.b.- Westvaco to Mower e, a member of the rn“ tfdi :::‘ !L:'--!&If‘-tﬂ-ﬁd :':"-:‘I“lﬁh g P Mol B g s ety will be & g
and b b e g Lumber Companyin 1942, |egislature from Cabell Maryland Rail -;_1“' :;n_ estern-Maryland rail- feet—a grade of 2% i  the future
PR RS R— The memill woeked on Count K i par : ry ailroad  Mu- road from Elkins 1o
B onas “:._ R Dot Brongh Ot Hral ¥ dk ; (Eﬂ:n- seum inﬁalnm::ru for the Parsons, Thomas and Cass Sce.ni R.B.-
e fhe e R cnd She and u?d:ﬂn:: dﬁntt}l:: -2 ¢ biggest Shay in the world; Davis. The politicians of C 1
hold = v s eventually ceased opera- _E:: ‘th,_-“ l--“- Wy 53 t‘: the #6 190 ton Western- WV never did have any - *
e P AREY o s 5 TORTE The tou of am‘;ctmnm:].-s.: ol gjum I;Mnryland Shay used to longrange planning. Allthe Dlnner T-raln S
L e i s b e S L B ek B b \
bk Toogs, Dhimran, railroad town seemed - r.mlnjﬁ‘;: :h- 5"‘_1“‘“3 headwaters of Elk and potential scenic railroad Cass Scenic Railrcad has  ouri
Ml ﬁh doomed. The railroad and ;ufghnsc .u-:a: :u;::-:l::c:d g;:ﬁfqnﬁr;zfpwzzd ?}L‘:}t aﬁrﬂ:ﬁﬂns.n‘; ts&r'cnbﬂ o " mncucced. the —schedide “dmﬁ:
{ ; 3 i my town o ter ; g AT :
=h - W“I-f: jf:]:p‘fw::; ;;l:dt;s :;r.d accepted into the WYV went to Spruce tmansferred  Springs to Bergoo nn:i Si‘.:"'i r;p.,j:, q];lnﬁnsr ;;:ﬁrd‘: e
:-MH fa R andt Mi State Park system and to Mower Lumber Com- Fork would be anexcellent 15 Whittaker Station Cass
E West Virgios mﬁm bon:: 550{3;}5 Rbiet t bk s running  pany Railroad down Cheat  scenic railroad for WV,  These special runs will be of the
ey she m a . fway up Cheat Mqun- Mc_&untam. through both and a businessboomor re-  made on Sarurday evenings b
of WV, Bacrco, !-I"-C'P'm iif;;nfﬁ tain to Whittaker Station.  switchbacks and transfer- birth of business for 4 6 pm. beginning June early
Chovmrnoe Sesich, ::: S 0 or Five yers later with 3% red to the mainline railrcad ‘Webster County. 10, and will beoffered June 7’8
B the Tamr comies town million dollars of railrcad from Durbin 0 Ronce- The West Virginia 17, July 1, 15 and 29, locon
b" widh an cld - i yment. contracts by Mountainer verte, and re-routed to Department of Natural August 5 and 19, and haul
ik radiroad Do "Hdlrl.illj'l'm £ F?nll:tzgﬁ' Construction Company of Cazwll'_ugtcn,‘r'ﬁ.which was Resources has purchased ber 2. haul
a0 - u.*ii;h of Richw 5 Charleston and Given used in the pulp and paper the town of Cass and are Afteranexhilaratingride  *-%
goss. ook the thnk;m F‘l["- :Ji 2 CWSU truction Company of mills in Covington. The rebuilding wooden side- 1o Whittaker Station, ridg
iy throsgh the e = ""!"1? pper Glade, Webster famous #6 Shay was used walks and company passengers will be meated avai
Bl“ - el .:iuhlmd:d ];P"’]l“; g?um‘h (D.P. Sheriff for two years as an houses. Cass is a real 15 an old-fashioned West llir.
- hair. The :h; Erﬂv tL .EI eip O Rﬂ'i’l!n.KHtrgy F.Glbven.‘md excursion run from Cassto tourist attraction with Virginia barbeque with live
: ! it gl d;gli{a:;ure. ph -'l?:wen.d aGiven Durbin. The #6 was tried houses to rent. It is 0 eqrertainment from vac
"n. toa Junk Yard, Cass il (ﬁunst:mcrmn Company), on Cheat Mountain but it longer merely a fast yarious performers. eve
m Cass assets for $125 Cﬂ;l road the railroad wasrebuiltand  was too big and couldn’t railroad ride. It is a  Enterminers will offer a
oad tully nfi{mmrgin:uf uc;‘:n ? tourists were riding and work properly onthesteep complete stopover. A yariety of programs
: O e her F;_ t:h: (ﬂ':r;]gf!ng the scenery from curves and was continually  wildlife museum, nine jincluding old-time rail-
N Bach o e o et R - 12% miles up Cheat causing track problems. A modernized company roading songs, folk,
R 5 o :wlw,- o n.:l: nn;; an ountain, to Bald Knob.  fellow by the name of houses for remt furnished country and traditional <
"'Y 3 ’_{V l‘l;n éﬂ ride me The last ride on the old Sommerville, the railrcad  with everything but food, music. Prices for these
raction W :":'j? rm‘-' fer F;"E_-‘l;“ Mower Lumber Compzny track foreman for Mower and can accommodate 27y
ver known. mrj Mu‘*’ﬂ“ﬁl‘f u}b €  abandoned railroad tracks Lumber C‘:_:mpany for eight people. EAR
a3p e r udm I:-r was with the 90 ton #1 Years, had informed the The Cass Showcase, 1 e S
-- Company ‘s an the o 55, 0 L 10 o P o, 100D sele made o e YRR
. d Good” ar the throtle, Leonmard Long, and all of town (complete with sca

rains) as it appeared in s

Cass  Railroad engineers,
e yday, Witk w A URRRR T b

evignines &) 5 T rhe shops
that the 7O would not work

fadi2 mmfdes  of, stcarn fomcded  wich
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standard for rod engines,

A trip on the Cass Scenic
Railroad, a wisit o the
museum, the memory of
the railroad buff, the hot
cinders, the shrill whistle
on top of Cheat Mountain,
the sweater you forgot—it
will be a great memory for

abour 11 mph, are
equipped with drive shafts
and reducing gears, insten
of side rods. Every wheel
on the engine and tender is
a drive wheel, giving the
Shay tremendous traction.
The Shays climb an 11%

nory

ween Cass and Durbin.
politicians of

¢ amateur
V let the rallroad from
rhin to Cheat Juncuion

ish ms well as the
wtern-Maryland rail-
d from Elkins to
sons. Thomas and
gs. The politicans of
I mewver dikd have any
(range planning. All the
oads In WV are
prial soenuc ratlroad
coons. The railroad in
somm of Webster
s to Berpoo and Slary
wouhd be an excrllent
raiirond for WV,
bazsinaesa boom or re-

-

of business for
e County
¢ West Virginia

pument of Natural
wors has purchased
JC-nd_m

rraived company
g fow remst harmaded
pagwanbainyg boat faal
gl ot Bl nt e

- ndby e i b s i
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grade, 11 feet for each 100
tect—a grade of 2% s

Cass Scenic Railroad
Dinner Train Set

Cass Scenic Railroad has
announced the schedule
for its 1989 series of
popular dinner train rides
to Whittaker Station.
These special runs will be
made on Saturday evenings
at 6 p.m. beginning June
10. and will be offered June
17, July 1, 15 and 29,

August 5 and 19, and
September 2.
After an exhilarating ride

to Whittaker Station,
passengers will be treated
to an old-fashioned West
Virginia barbeque with live
entertainment from
various performers.

Enterminers will offer a

the future.

outings are $22 for adults
and $15 for children, and

reservations are required.

Cass, West Virginia, site
of the scenic railroad, wasa
lumber boom town of the
early 1900s, and the
original Shay steam :
locomotives, which now {
haul passengers, once 1
hauled lumber from the
surrounding mountain i
ridges. Lodging is now
available from any of the
12 restored '‘company
houses” in the town.
vacation cabins offer
everything needed for
housekeeping except for
food and personal items.

o el . |

\

variety of programs !

including old-time rail- To make reservations ot .I

roading songs, folk, for additional information, ' 3

country and traditional call toll free 1-800- K

b, Prices for these CALL—WVA =

Rl . e \ T

"ARF.H " -~ L T

Vi aher Septhrn Adulr $8.00; Child $4.00 ' A --JII

Bhaid Brwsb Adule $11.00; ¢ hikd $500 . 'l

i s Fi fows %




From Page

The West Virginia
Midland Railroad went
inte operation for

service in 1908;
:h&mﬁpﬂtm

The West Virginia

| was ow and
operated by John L
McGrnw who also owned
and operated the Webster
Springs Hotel, a three-
story all wood, 265
bedroom hotel with one of
the first elevators in West

Virginia with excellent
dining service and porters

and buggies (horse drawn
and

T

fourth round of thelr

hampionship figh
cTnl;?:;m P ght at

left our town of

at 7:20 am. for

the 3l-mile journey and

connected with the BSO

steamer out of Richwood

at Holly Junction ac 9:30

a.m. The passenger train
consisted of a narrow gauge
(36 in.) Shay or Clmax
Engine with three passen-
ger cars thar would sezt 35
people 1o the car and for
years they stood in the
gisles. From the starc the
train nosed fts way around
curves up and down hills
over the trescles, the
Clifron trestle was 87 feet
high, built cut of chestnut
poles in a 45 degree angle

Mike Hiner's chimney, If
the train was overloadedon

return  trip in the
evening they would stck
on the trestle and the

o Ohic, July 4,
1919, and all this
information was furnished
to Mr. Gibson, the Sutton
baseball team and band at
Haolly Juncrion by radio on
Jul 5, 1919 on their return
o Sutton.

Mr. Jackson, the Deport
Agent who gor $100 per
month for his services sid
Warrick Gumm could
blow a mean whistle when
he had customers lined up
buving tickets of any man
he ever seen. For thar 62-
mile round rcrip, Mr.
Gumm got the full amount
of $2.25,

Yes, the West Virginia
Midland Railrcad and the
Webster Springs Hotel,
promoted by Senator
Johnson N. Camden and
Col. John 1. McGraw, who
believed in advertising and
placed pictures of the
farmous horel and railroad
scenes in all subways in

New York City; a self

omoer with imagination
Erho his dreams
into ity and carved a
railroad ough moun-
mins end scenic beaury
which showed a panorama
of rurl life ar ir:lb:u. as
ﬂ- sheep and horses

wld be seen grazing in the

seen plowing, planting or
harvesting r‘frnrm ring
until the first snowfall.

On June 20, 1925, with
many guests there with the
famed hotel open for
summer, a fire originated in
the south wing, quickly
reduced the fimed hotel to
ashes. The roaring,
crackling flames leaped
high inmc the heavens,
lighting up Webster
Springs t0 a brighmess
equal to that of noonday

sun. Huge sparks and ashes
floated a distance of a mile
and a half. The light

reflecting against a starless

sky and the mountain sides

looked weird and awe-
some, and the fanfare of a
big city hotel among the
hills disappeared and the
tourist trade and strangers
disappeared from our
town. The little chug buggy
continued with passenger
service until 1928, In 1929
the railroad was sold, John
A. Ford getting the section
from Diana rto qul-,r
Junction for lmﬂ’
poses and the -
E-rr going to Pardee Curtin
Lumber Company. The
railroad served as a legend
in its htrdlmd would be
worth a une intact
roday as the scenic

ATRCHuL L

AN

Inchades:
West Virginia Barbecue
Live Entertainment

Tram Ride

lume 10 and 17
July 1, 15 and 29
Aungust 5 and 19

Sepiember

**BY RES
Adule, ...oovaia
Child.iaia v

3

ERVATIONS ONLY**
SPECIAL TRAINS

SENIOR TRALIN -September 9 ...,
HALLOWEEN TRAIN - October 28
Adulis $10; Children 55.00

PR 15 1 1
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“Ihe OId Cherry

[ramae——as moany, MF
Lvege Uumm. & promad

ol railrosd  engineer

ey
H.._ -

e o ancther Juring his

::Lwtnm“ -

- #—-&I._ -N_'_
el ks~ Lerge
— kL

hﬂ--ﬁr thronle of abowt ecvery
:.p _E..:hm oa the Cherry River
_Tﬁnr.--b‘ Line from 1906 1o
ey am wnatt thw rl"l‘i‘:'!-'“ n NH‘.;
sntdl they all ﬂmmh&::
ks =¥ .
h:—lhl e s y

1, 1906, on the h
e ey Pk o Cherry under the
P— pusding o pLain
*a_::-m_ﬂ'l Charley Armstrong, the
and fiesed their musches rmidrosd consisted of 150
amd sgrwyed their beds wich miles of mack with Shay
irvomene (g oul | w0 keey Mo 1,2.4,.6,7,8,
10, 11, and 12 {cost about
£4,000 each), and all used
o gather and haul [ogs
loaded with Barnhart
seemm Loaders, considered

by comp N 29er 53 Yeu, tops ar that time They had
iy mxch sithese are In use ar rthar time
cherished by few tchey. My approximacely 200 rartler
comewnn for this sory log cars, 100 pulp and
werr gettered from 4 jocal  tanbark rack cars—they
traveled over South Fork

of Cherry, North Bend,

Little Laurel, up Hills

Creek to Kenison Moun-

taln, to Cranberry Bortoms
and Dogway. Dogway

L3
!
.3

gy 5 rvaLoitEy ahriher
gy skt po B eork af

- at

‘school, big store and 75
<. € must mention
Rod Er e 3.; 5&‘

bk i of hoggng ST ved the old

River Boom And Lumber Company

m Sl (EE WETT umed to
ﬂu: ¢L.'Fv-hi arw] make the
daily run from Richwood
to Gauley Mills to supply a
Souble band mill with 75-
M board feet daily. All the
CIREICS mennonad
were standard gauge—rthe
railroad grading was done
by hand with picks and
ghovels and crews of 25
and J0 men who arrved out
a mile of railroad grade
with good luck in five
warking weeks

The different forks of
Cherry, Cranberry and
Dogway covered with
virgin dmber was really on
the move from 1906 w
1914 and at one time had

seven camps with ar [east
100 men each with plenty
of work, excellent food and
plenty of bedbugs., The
shrill whistle of the steam
engine, the chugging of the
Barnhart loader, the visicol
the supply rrain  which
visited each camp once a
week with supplies, feed
and hay for the horses as
well 05 clothing, wbacce
and food for the men.
Wood hicks have been
known to stay in one camp
r{nlnug as six months
efore going to town.
Many, l%h‘.l‘ working six
months have gone to town
and hlown six months
ges in one weekend.

= | L L

and new ways were being
developed and the stmm
shovel, the wreat carth
mOver, “ﬂ r:!t‘:lkl'l- Wreat
trides an e days
:m.i:in; railroad grades by
hand would sooa disap-
pﬂ_r, rk\lf Mm‘-!lm
springing forward, went Sarrand, Lew Lombard and
back down the hill, rolled ke Palmer—had a
over in a curve and killed o § o the scene m mailrond
him. Another wreck on ing contractors. The
Barnashee I_::u;lﬂ an n
Cranberry No. 7, U %00 pag rails but no pads;
shay with six loads, six

survive and a few train
wrecks are still vivid. Elie
Bailey wrecked the Mo 2
shay, 65 ton engine on
Lirtle Lluw'l‘;lﬂ w:_-lfu:g

a stex with one
ﬁd ufal!':"cl and the engne
flew up with wherls

made out of

moved as the
Frachier Adams, engineer  ,dian
Joe Taylor, conductor,
Russell Berry, brakeman,
One would have o
remember  the Company
Doctor, Jim McClung, who
rode engines, motor cars,
gided the sick, as the quest  four tons
ror virgin  timber made
Richwood the hardwood
capital of the naton,
During the 20's Rich-
wood was really on the
move with the largest
mnnery in the world, and o
clothes pin factory
consuming 24-M feet of

available supply.

Cherry  River Boom

built and the work

Iogs daily and rthe virgin  Sarrani, Lombard and
Palmber had seen progress  Williams' lasted approxi-
move on. Appeiringon the mately 16 years and the
L:Ll?ﬁluw'[hml:mh

me a ghost own. The
sistant; Webb  quest for hardwood was

timber of all forks of
Cherry gone and the old

Shays and Rods on the scene were new names—
Billy Hawks, trainmaster;

mowve to a new field and a
rew territory of Willums  Joe Greer, us

‘and Gauley Rivers. During | ollitield, wi

rst Thew steam shovel

had four mats o move on
Hxf wood—
the two surplus mars were
shovel
ced. The snovel had
its own water pump and
pumped water to make
steam from a nearby river
or creck and on occasions,
water was hauled ina mnk
! an asled pulled by horses
horseback, and helped ind  The coal (usually about
daily] was
wagoned from the closest

The .year 1921 saw

in 1926 Charley Badger: .
the driver's seat and 5 -.u-:;;
mader. | remember buying
saclks of lumber for
him—s0 much for this oo
and so much for dan o
(no scale). Charley
Hanmhan (saaler) wsed 1
mk me, "'Did you ches
him todav!

Cherry River, during the
200s and 30's bhad g
trains a day, six days 3 we
o Richwood, They hag
acquired new Rod Engme
Mos. 15, 13, and 26 whach
were used w make the rys.

from Three Forks o
Richwood. Their usual rup,
consisted of abour 30 cars
: alwavs
dropped off about 10ar 12
Mills,
ﬂ]lh\_‘l‘l.ﬂ,h G:I'ITH: Gummr
on one ocasion pulled 63

of logs. They

cars at Gauley

from Three Forks

three-room

The virgin forest

Gauley Mills. During «

W's Three Forks had
grown to quite a town, a
51:}!;‘- ul

&  church, big store andabour
Lumber Company reach 73 houses, boarding house,
Three Forks of Willlams
River and the hub of toswvn
and the railroadshops were

n dentist, Dr, George Dyer
(now ot Beckley), a daily
railrond bus that carried

of  the mail and passengers




The Pardee And Curtin Lumber Company Railroad

Fage §

'*_ e Sy 26 1907 :
Wilgan, wh o 1|
Thein woowry i b oo 1 :L o floated logs.  began opesations in operaton from B8 10 ! :
Eﬁ 'h_w‘ e apesation of the l":::ir PO S TR LoUrE AR & ST n‘rq'!mmnulll-rl:‘-{‘m. : Virginis-P with the Wewt  Hines, oll will iving.) 1
- ston Mills. This  da Th 2 raini-Proaburgh. Rail
wrTm e, e Pardee Curtin It 7 : gh Rail-  expest tn do 3 ©
- s CHH‘“LT . I.ml';‘l' concern had the pck from  Compuany cut thou N r:-““ clear which of road. In 1807 this stary on 1‘1: J'rII;i'J'!‘l‘
[ } . . : II
T e s Emeber i woiIbrchd &SRS PER SO gl
: lew ey dons paid the owners 25 ;:Hlld Creek, Holly and Laurel, in Webster County, #nd Lumber L:';'m m oo 3 and the wreck =
-ﬂ - im Webster County. per tree. en ihr: Emb':r was floated  however, the one at Goauley  The mill was *Jp:r;l;:ni: D-.;in.-_-.r Miakecmb's' sl
carreeed on bw Semith and Cleneral  Cur " m I!-. to Sutton during  Mills was bulle 85 yenrsago  that concern until 1'4'1-;( cut. The engine with
- urtin alsa Curtin's first major by the Camden interests in. The mill, at ins L Mexchie Hines, engineer,
—~ Ch i 125,000 fext 1 d,,““’".‘“‘ Leck Clevenger, fireman,
- erry River Boom And Lumber Compan PP iR Sk Ul e
: bt Continued From Page dmbear w p Y Mol Ol Tvetsonar i) Eis b ::j e erman,
Chaley ard Cherry + hm was pone, the and Barnhart loaders were Erte, ¥ yards shovel or own private rallroad, with  and flwe loads .m
m meveed ‘lock. xk amd  maden tha e I N e e ditcher bollt ona log.car 1n  Frminals st Three Forks  bnded in Holly River. Yo
fa— bwrrel to Jerryville. Gauley  had 2 rﬂu:‘rm;f: "Lf scrap pile. upset and scalded him o MQ;JE“""‘I;“'“.‘_ there is 2 lot to the Dhana
L] Mills had faded away with church, railroad yard, 100 George Gumm, in 1948, ﬁiﬂ':h‘-.:h: ;{.;.u}'{.ll: mu&d el “:hm: I'I:GPL.:::'}:::E. :.}::;m! bu1:1 s tosh to
-'-' *hhu B e o enaias s :1:4._- big Shay, 100 1ioying :-f: 'I:.;i;'rw:.:téla £ veurs aga, which cut mote 1um:r|-|'r~'|.cIt £ BE 0
B it Rome i & now miniag Lo8f, No. 17 from porl fihe’ sceike i oy 150 miion fot o Sheyles, weke the Be
stesm engine had broken  town in Straigh Creek. Richwood w© Tusculusa, ‘ € FIkE iy R (PR t o “Skeyles, near the Brason.
“h: i LA : Alaba b d fdlﬁ'\'!“:_ and the Gauley o~ T OUnng s oper- Mcholas County line, ws
sbout the same time,  Although the grear Badgert 0 uvgﬂﬁn “:: E:- wassold IV S of No. Hom iy Sty Wl waprorye 3 okl s
e & ) p b were  Mr. Gumm wi mmd:‘“;i:c 482 in Ocrober 1954, Talk "I::*:! ) ‘l'laltd{ by the capacicy o .000 fet
] Cward Lu'.-n,,-:: L= a.].il!ﬂ' £ T O R

. ¢ ﬂ%h e 4963 had n[ﬁl:nr:d on l;hc / ; ployed O ard ol
, during scenc—Ray Maust, and at  PrOPEriY greased and  baok 1d be il and their capacity was  Railroad at Erbacen. This
- World War 0 saw Cha time he is one stayed two weeks after .,u?-.j-...,m:f mi DM?:';T‘&.E{% 15,000 fect per day. Their  was known as ihe B
-l Badgert go the way we shall  of the biggest operators of arrival 1o make sure ald  you are really interested, timber stood principallyon  Eakin Lumber Company
el go st theendofourallomed  coal in the United Srtes of Mo. 17 was in good  here ar: five men stillliving G.uluﬁ S e
y t fme. The B&O Railrmd  America. He is a stripper,  working order. who sarted with the old he from Bolair over a A
""‘" de major changes in er and a man who really When Nos. 3 and 26 Cherry River Line in 1906 narrow gauge railroad, (See FRGICC U ket
mow the nu;nﬁ-mmd-.m 'ﬁ:‘ﬁ: mﬁmwmthgfi' E:Hdmrl'tsmpq{uh, I am sure anyone of the ﬁ;ﬁ:ﬁdﬁl' Bu:::r;;fm Company Mill To thread
I ver ion pertal w0 -
Seeice TFoE Becw S ERDES bl B
" at and the pm‘: chased by a hsulage of coal from man; Ray Bryon, engineer loaders. ) B s
uﬁ.ﬁmﬂ = ol the name of Jerryville and Straight Richwood: Walter Swar-  HB. Nichols, Whin's Beocks to Harmont, to
¢} line from m.mﬁﬂ W hter sold Creek to Cowen. on. scmewhere in the west;  and Henry Cool operatzd  Hall, © S.A- Moo
k to', the'mill'vo Hicer Lumber The last man to yield to  Arwerier Ramsey, engineer, the mill and narrow gauge Ereacon wis the sence
: Cuuley Mills by way of Company, and was further  death on the old Cherry Richwood; and George railroad at Diana, with 3 0f lumbenng 'oy Heary
M‘Hﬂ River was discon- transferred to the present  River line was Grover Gumm L Webster capacity of 25,000 feetper Waggy and his som.
Jerryville, by 1950 owner. Grorgia Pacific.  Hamilon on the South County, could give you day. [See Ooodridge Willam, the falbet ?&
was a booming commun- Most of the railroad is  Fork of Cherry, Septemmber hours and hours of detailed  White, HEB Nichols, grandfather of Buairer-
Snuck Hall or Merche Con O Tage &

mmicky beause the vinun
fore wus fast disappear-

was gonec
ably filled by Carl
Umbarper. A new name

big engine 22 days on the
raflroad m see thar it was

about many wrecks =uch as
rod engine Na. 18 out of
Straight Creek. In fact, a

informanon.

pany. At its pesk they
employad 150 1o 200 men

railroad connected with the
B&O and old Probumgh

#y. although mose of the gone: The old Shayengines 4, 1954. It was a steam

————

————— -——-——___———u-—--—-.__—r-—-—_"'—'__--—_""—-———_.-



p";l.dﬁ And Curtin
Lumber Railrﬂad

Lumber Compuny wis 8
by opwrseon st Tioga for
e
™1 bring vou this

merodstan of Webster

fireman 5$1.75. Each

paowirs. I they were out 13

Froen Page 5
baaaes they were allowed
Weapr, =om (g cleven If they loaded 24
}0 phmusand  ars before noon they stll
= c mari, R, got liujh'r EI'I! |u.|dl‘;' man
b Vall a day, conductor
e es e gy giﬂ.mhmﬁﬂ $2.25

man
yed from 45 cents to 50
beief cents a day for board and
room. However, the train

ety realized the danger,
juimped to smiety, and vere
wnhure. Jime Smich, ane of
the finest in 367 i
rallrosd building, gathered
thie ezl nes anad oaderupin
one day and shipped them
hack ta the Curtin shop,
where they were ropaire
and put back in operanon,
The Mo, 4 engine, mun by
Tilden Brown, fireman,
Walt Good, conductor,
Bob Mullins failed to take
gand on the head of Anglers
Creek and the éngine and
12 loads keft the rack and

Coenty's lumbering mwmddmpn_datnr wpset. All men jumped
chasery 50 you might fully  any log camp with no from the train to safety.
spperciate the Pardec charge. All log camps had  The No. 5 engine, runby
Curtin  history making  the finest of food, long Von Clark and fireman
'\ amwy This information whle with wo or three g:hn Petit and No. T, run
| sold have been imposs-  kinds of meat, jellies. by Lec Cole and Roy
! e without the help and  honcy, molasses, or just  Sparks and Bob Woarbaut-
cooperanion of Webster abour anything you ton and Joe Roberts, loader
! County’s senior cigians. wa Skeping condi- men, and Flem Wilson,
H These people are desply  Hons were always poor.  conductor, had a run away
, imerrested in the Bedbugs and graybacks in the hallow above
madiriors and legends of  made the using of lamp ail  Leivasy on Meadow Creck.
! logging. Shay engincs, [3pray your bed necessary  Van Clark jumped from
. scraal life and living for a good nighr's sleep.  the Na. 5 engine, hira mee
comdmions in the rugged  The long winter evenings  and killed himself. The
davy of early sawmill :fl: spent s;;i:nmg tall  orhers made it to safety.
OPETISS of every SCCIpTion. e i i in
In 1573, Taylor County, Lec Gadd and others used e A b o
- :
Geafion, WV, the Pardee 0 make the rounds to the  menr good, wages cheap,
Cartin Company saried s camps  selling clothing, |jving conditions also

;I':i'bﬁk;mﬂt. Some have
wn to peddle
"George™ (a high powered
snuff) that make the hicks'
imagiration wander to
esmland, known as th
P Mitari ia Hichrood,
the Gul_f Fronr in

§
Ei0

small sawmill which

rairoad bus made dily
rurs, from Curtin to
Brock's bridge and back,
hugling the public, log

ﬁ:p i'bn-rw-rc
caughr in St Ai'bu:“,
Kanawha County, and

Hell’s g

L T, PV

cheap. Old General Curtin
was considered an
honorable man. He
cancelled many store
accounts at the end of each
L'mr. He also paid hospital
ills for many of his
employess. How well he

OT

ik nown, But, the image
of a smaunch gentleman,
Gieneral Curting remains in
the minds of many yet

today.
The ar 1928 saw the

Shays could make  their
joumey ta Bergos arud their
new arsd lnst home. By the
end of 1929 all the Curtin
crygines had  made it 1o
Bergoo  and  the West
Virginia Midland was
coming (o an end.

The last part of 1925 and
early 30z saow Flem Wilsan
and Ed Cochrad sent to
Diana with the Na. 1
engine and Bill Skidmore,
engineer to pull the steel of
the West Virginia Midland
to Webster Srn'LngT A Mr.
Coalshaw, who hid the
ariginal steel for the Wil est
Virginia Midland Railroad,
was there on that gloomy
morning and & a few
rears as the histary of a
pAFCOW  paugec  PIssenger
enilroad wos coming to an
end.

The Pardee Curtin
Lumber Company bought
the orginal passenger train
and coaches and it wasu
far several years as a work
train from Webster
Springs to Bergoo

The mill at Bergoo was
buile by a millrght, from
Louisiana, by the name of
Harry Mitchell. He was in
Bergoo less than two years,
The mill was in full
operation by April 1929,
*"Mitchell,” who was
considered one of the best

at that time, made but one
mistake., He had been
building mills in the
western states for hem
- spruce and he

e

However, this was soon
altered and the mill ac
Bergoo was on  its
destination t© 3
aver

Croaked RarCwW oo

liferime -
190 milion Bethlehem Steel

o

-oal production. Th.

to et the chullenge and
popalaton b droge.

cebruild thee mille The mill
wal MO well msembled frowm & high of B it
undler the guidelines of Mr.  t=ly LBOO to abowe 150
Corkin, that they had a  people. Coal production
o rmil cut the firse day and wtill albve with Tke Lewiy
iny leas than 120 days, both  former football coach and
aides were Tunning coal stripper, fran
The mill ran [rom 1942 Pickens. How mucy
w 1945, manly from producton be gen
dmber on the Back Fork of unknown t this wrires
Elk and Pointa Movnmin.  but 1 would estimar.
The mill finally closed in approximately 700 tony
1645 and the mill asses  per day.
sold to Harrison Lumber Bergoo MNo. 4, from
Company Arkansas. 1935 w 15959, was arather
The old ergines were sold good mine with a lifetime
o Midwest Steel and Junk producdon of 6,498 554
af Charleston, WV, The wns. It was a thrivieg
engines were cul up and mining town with 70
loaded ar old Red Oak houses, company stor,
Mine. It was indeed a md  school, church, and union
day in  the history of  hall. The taxis our of
narrow  gauge tailroads  Webster Springs kept the
when Ross Royranold Mo, road  hot bringing the
12, with the smokestack  miners to townand back 1o
and other pars gone, from  spend their money.
Red Oak down through The Mo, 5 mine was anly
Berpoo, across the river o in operation from 1945
the'old mill site, where the 1950, with a producton of
parts wepe later sold te Ely 501,780 tons.
Thomas Lumber Company Britton No. 1 from 1943
of Fenwick, Nichulas to 1943 never amountedto
County. a whole lot, 10,178 tons.
The Mo. 9 engine is all Britton Mo. 1, from
that remains from a legend 1943 10 1959, produced
of narrow pauge engines. It 3,664,585 tons, and wasa
is snll in operation and great service to the poor
being used as a tourist people The waste or bone
attraction in the state of mnrmjm:t:dh-; the washer
Maryland. and cdryer was used by
The Curtin story could  abour all the people in
te written. in book form  Webster Counry, at one

and would be worthy of  rime aranother. Large piles
saleinany book storein the  of bone coal remain today.
St '-1_'_:. '!*. AL Was | .-.'... ﬁ.“.-.m

L L)

g ey
-, [ L]

comment about th.cl
interest and production
The Golden R or

produced from
1947, 205,534 wns. '
The Curtin story wouid
e, not be complete without
mentioning the company
or coal swre. Someonc wiow 8
song loading 16 tons
dheir  of coal and being onc &
old and deeper in debt, 100

145

locyed
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wity theee band
amnd # Mowsing
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Thas Ofwrarion was
B wus 2

wre®

Lol

e g

ry L trand T tat an
Bk rhe rew
e |0 rairos
and several mudes of reack
| i M ot
snrcsisne tody

Flien Wison, sl! bving
o Borgoo. was empioved
by GCemeral Cortin ot
.‘r_.“-_; Creex and he
piyyed 3= mmportan  roll
down cthrouwgh Curtin
haszary The Nichalas
apcrason rar with 10 Shay
engines and No. Sa Heisler,
No. 6,3 Climax. The No. |
wmal! Shay (25 rons) was
werd fo laving o .n.__r_.:-....:_.__
serl. This made narrow
e rmdrond history than
would be hard o equal
anywhere che B Was
Virgprua
Free wading creas, wath
an Amerxan log Loader
mach were recpusred to lesad
24 cars for & day's work
Each
e

ngines

SO

ansisted of
3.000 et

i &F

The engineer received top

wagrs of 8§13 per dav for 10

e Ll & L.
Flal Axww amad tha walam w0

k. and mail eo snd from

the The main line

Cammg
engines ran from the theee
wills ®™ the railroad
jurions. The okl Shay

went up the seep hollows
=l gathered the logs for
the mills. Ar Curtin,
Hominy Fall. and Coul
Sching, the band mills were
cutting away daily, each
wrying m outdo the other.
The average cut for a 10
howur day was 40,000 fect
The Hominy Mill holds all

records. A fFellow by the
mime of Albert Lynch
decided o set a record,

yarded back his 16-foot
logs for a few days, and one
day the Hominy Falls Mill
o 8000 feet in 10
hours. This record stands,
aa a legend of history, as the
most cut in any one day
during the Curtn opera-
tians in Micholas County
The milroad, in Deep
Well, near Summersville,
was a busy place with
Shany engines, hlack
smoke, and shrill whistles
Shay engines No.3 and No.
9 were trying o put an
American steam loader up
a steep track in Deep Well
Hollow, Engine No. 3, run
by Jim Johnson and No. 9,
run by Harry Butcher, Jack
Zowhizer, conductor, Lewis
Ciregory, tong hooker, flew
up with full stcam ahead
and came back down out of
the  hollow, upser  boch
engines and the __E...r.? All

TSR el i
1 muin f Ay

Eumdaly

The vear 1928 saw the
hardwoods and wirgin
timber disappeac and the
three mills of Hominy
Falls, Coal Siding, and
Curtin came to an end
Flem Wilson got thenod to
pull stakes and cmbark to
Bergon, Webster County;a
mask that required many
havurs .__—. -..—:-,_.q._.-_...m u.._.__r._
approximately three years
to dov. The steel was pulled
and the 10 Shays, the No.
8, Heisler, and the No, 6
Climax were broughe to the
Curtin Mill site o make
ceady their journey to

Bergoo.
A special B&O Railroad

car was built witha nar-ow
puge track and the Shay
engincs were run on the
B&O car for shipmen: 1o
Palmer, in Braxion
County, The joumney from
Palmer, to Webster
Springs, t© Bemgoo, over
the WVAM Railroad, was
something to be talked
about. Some of the engines
stayed in Palmer as long as
ten years. The fall of 1928
saw Flem Wilson and
George King joumey to
Diana 0 per the No |
engine, the first to arrivein
Webster Springs. This
engine, used exclusively for
the laying of steel, was
delayed a few days in
Webster Springs awniting
the completion of the third
il of the Western
Maryland Railroad so the

il
aincd he Eailed 1o

-
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b wisd his con
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cutting of over 190 million
board leet

The firse log comp, mun
by Bill McCourt, was on
Mill Run and the second
one by Irm McClung, near
Parcoal. From there,
Curtin moved to Leadher-
wood and in "33 and 34
crossed Leatherwood onto
Gauley as far down as
Jerryville, and in ‘41
¢rossed Point Mountain to
Back Fork. The same shay
engines and loaders used in
Nicholas were used in this
operation

Sox Riley was the mill
boss with Windy Rose on
one side asnd Harry
Duckworth on the other
The lumberyard was so full
you could hardy find
room fora lumberstack. A
major portion of the
lumber was exported o
England and France, with
John T. Alcock of Mew
York serving os broker and
featuring wide paplar
boards wsed in England and
France as paneling.

Thes mill burned ar
daybreak in Apdl 1941
[unknown day), By 1942,
through the
A.W. Corkin
m.._.-._”_:. ol Shortw
drafting, the mill was
rebuilt. Mr, Corking, wha
was formerly with Alflis-
Chadmers, as 76, from
sunny California, and
retired when he was called

Reese

Be
—_ MoAEECE
wis  th
operatdon within Webster
County. They had their
own pawer plant, motors
and Coodwin cutting
machines s operation mn
for soeme 15 wears, yet, lirtle
history of this mine is
known to this writer,
because they were an ot of
stabe COrporaion.

Parcoal, ar Bergoo No
1, as operated by Curtin

from 1928 to 1936,
produced a lifetime
production of 995404
tons.

Bartan or Bergoo No. 2,
from 1930 o 1954,

produced a liferime
tonnage of 7,900,376 tons.
The mining towns from
1930 to 1954 has made a
complete change. The
Pardes Curtin home office
is now located there as well
as an all electric smwmill. A
major portion of the coal
company houses are owned
by individuals and a large
percentage of the populs-
don now wirk for private
industry  or survive on

penskons
Bergoo No. 3 or
Leatherwood, which is

considered Bergoo, had a

lifetime production, from

1931 to 1947, of
2697772 tons., At one
rime, -._.-_...qA- was an

estimated payroll of

$200,000 monthly from

owed '
company  stofe Erise
SIOTY. Some peop vl
every day in the mnes and
got more out of the st
than they earned

The old scrip story { buy
cigarettes for 3200 per
earton and sell
$1.50) applics o
other items, and
sharpies Jown town
advantge of the oppormun
ity. About evervbody in
wwn took scrip, if they
could get it cheap enough
It went right back 1o the
company store and they
bought meats, groceries,
furniture, and gas. It was 2
way for the miners ro ger
medicine or any other
warthy purpose, They used
to play poker ar Bergoo and
Barton and scrip played the
same as cash, It served a
purpose on Elk River as
leial tender

Mr. Orkney, from our
town of Webster Springs.
has worked 5 lifetime tor
Curtin-first as a lumber
salesmaa. In 1927 he came
to Webster County as storne
manager, buying and
running the Curtin storne
until retirement. They had

Continued On Page 11
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the engines and oaderupin Bcrg:.
Continued From Page 5 hours. If they were out 13 one day and shipped them Virgi
Waggy, now living in hours they were allowed

back to the Curtin shop, comir
Charleston, WV. The elder elev;n. If they tuTldEd 21‘1]' where they were repaired }T{\:
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acres on Missouri Run. : € INO. 4 engine, unby and |
The Birch Valley z%%iiﬁi";uﬁ?ggcg .I\;E;ldfn Brown, fi{ricman, Dians
Lumber Company was a -, kdy alt Good, conductor, engin
big operation at Tioga for ﬁr;:réarigr $1-1—‘§- cfflglt e Bc& Mulll.:r;s fallecii: to tiake ngin
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ggin":ﬂ‘;“ lumbering crews could stop and ear at ups:; j!m :,;ntrjum:;d origi
industry soyoumightfully  any log camp with no  from the train to safety. Virg
appreciate the Pardee charge. All log camps had The No. 5 engine, unby ~ was
; Curtin _history making the finest of food, long  Von Clark and fretsin moE
: story. This informarion tables with two or three  John Petit and No. 7, run  tear!
i would have been imposs- kinds of mear, jellies, by Lee Cole and Roy narr
- ible without the help and  honey, molasses, or just  Sparks and Bob Warbur- railr
O s e vou TR W
i : 5 ' " men, -an em iison,
I These people are deeply tions were always poor. conductor, had a run away
i interested in rsmrini the Bedbugs and graybacks in. the hollow above the
. traditions and legends of made the using of lamp oil Leivasy on Meadow Creek. anc
; logging, Shay engines,  tospray your bed necessary  vVon Clark jumped from for
acrual life and living for a good night's sleep.  the No. 5 engine, hita tree  trz
;::;ja'n::?:s I:rl -:hcs::ﬁfi:ﬁ The long winter evenings and killed himself. The Sp

were spent spinning tall  ohere made it to safery.
operations. tales of every description.

In 1873, Taylor County, Lee Gadd and others used Nigghiu;t;? ;per:;glﬂ;t chu

&'If!:ﬂl’l. WYV, the Pardee to make the rounds to the ment good “2;5 chea H:

n Company started a  camps selling clothing, living e ;13;: Be
small sawmill which watches, etc. Some have

m:d into one of the been known to peddle cheap. Old General Curtin Tl
ng lumbering and

idered an of
“George” (a high powered | anor ikl
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lled many store «¢
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In 1873, Taylor C.ounty,

Gralton, WYV, the Pardee
Curtin Company started a
small sawmill which
erupted into one of the
leading lumbering and
mining companics n the
state of West Virginia. The
Curtin assets moved from
Taylor County to Sutton,
Braxton County in 1886
with portable mills. About

1890 a flood erupted in

E'.l l'.

4
f‘.tn'rr‘ 1

ot awah ™m

1%
feetr of logs. These logs wern
caught St. Albans,
Kanawha County, and
sold. The assers were used

to help buy and install a
band mill at Sutton. Curtin
had their first band mill in
Braxton County about
1890

The year 1900 saw
Curtin move to Nicholas
County with three band
mills, located at Hominy
Rlls, Coal Siding, and
Curtn. This operation was
to lase 28 vears. This was a
newW ©ra In DAarrow gauge
ratlroad transportation
' S8 the new ¢ rranons
camme 11 nu!m.p] engines
and several miles of track
and stories that O Im
enrvalienic tinday

h whi "".l H\"
» h'l_'lu, w38 omj
by Lurtin ot
Anghers Crevk and he
- empurtas soll
heough  Curtin
The Nicholss

LaAmden on L

BecdbDugs nnoa jEialy LS
made the using of lamp oil
foy APEAY YOur hed necessary

i |.-|1uu| night's '~|1"'|-

fiae
The long winter evenings
were  spent SiMnning tall

l',|,|t". "] overy -It'*u I|'|:] TN
Lee ( indd and others used
to make the rounds to the

cCamps selling clothing,
wittches, ete. Some have
wen known (4% ] ['l-:‘iii”t‘

"George' (a hljﬂ'l INIW'I..'TL'J
snuff) that make the hicks'
imagination wander to
dreamland, known as they
U-Pine-Inn in Richwood,
the Greasy Front in
Webster Springs, or Hell’s
Half Acre and the saloonin

ey,

£ opefmtion :
railroad bus made daily
runs, from Curtin toO

Brock’s bridge and back,
hustling the public, log
hicks, and mail to and from
the camps. The main line
engines ran from the three
mills to the railroad
junctions. The old Shay
went up the steep hollows
and gathered the logs for
the mills. At Curtin,
Hominy Fall, and Caal
Siding, the band mills were
cutting away daily, each
trying to outdo the other.
The average cut for a 10-
hour day was 40,000 feet.
The Hominy Mill holds all
records. A fellow by the
name of Albert Lynch
decided to set a record,
arded back his 16-foot

for a tew days, and one

(i the
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Von Clark jumpe
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ment good, wag
living conditic
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bills for man
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got along wit
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meh  realized thr

the finest in 36

ratlroad building, gat
the engines and loaderupin
one day and shipped them
to the Curtin shop,

danger,

to safety, and were
unhurt. Jim Smith, one of
uge
red

Shays could make their
journey to Bergoo and their
new and last home. By the
end of 1929 all the Curtin

engines had made it to
Bergoo and the West
Virginia Midland was
coming to an end.

The last part of 1929 and
early 30's saw Flem Wilson
and Ed Cochrad sent to
Diana with the No. 1
engine and Bill Skidmore,
engineer to pull the steel of
the West Virginia Midland
to Webster Springs. A Mr.
Coalshaw, who laid the
original steel for the West
Virginia Midland Railroad,
was there on that gloomy
morming and shed a few
tears as the history of a
Marrow  gauge passenger
ratlroad was coming to an
end.

The Pardee Curtin
Lumber Company bought
the orginal passenger train
and coaches and it was used
for several years as a work

train from Webster

P oo e S i
to meet the challer

rebuild the mill. T
was so well ass
under the guideline
Corkin, that they
normal cut the first
in less than 120 da
sides were running
The mill ran frc
to 1945, mainl
timber on the Bacl
Elk and Pointa M
The mill finally |
1945 and the m
sold to Harrison
Company of /#
The old engines
to Midwest Steel
of Charleston, '
engines were cu
loaded ar old
Mine. It was inc
day in the b
NArTOwW  gauge
when Ross Roy
12, with the &
and other parts |
Red Ouk dow
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it and . 7, run
k:hnl_itt {;}ﬁl:‘ and Roy

5 nd Bob Warbut-
r:::'::] ;nr Roberts, loader

{ Flem
.r::::lhm'::‘:r, had a run away
in the hollow above
| sivasy v h'i‘ilt'lﬂ“"‘- ft‘!'k

Von Clark jumped from
e Nov. S engine, hit a tree
and  killed himself. The

others made it to safery
The Curtin operation in
Nicholas was big, employ-
ment good, wages cheap,
living u-ndunnn .IIM.‘J'
cheap. Old General Curtin
considered an
man,. He
many store
accounts at the end of each
. He also paid hospital
for many of his
How well he

b horr

Wwans
honorable
cancelled

gentleman,
(aracra Lurting, remains in

minds of many yet
e year 1928 saw the

-

d a2 smaunch

—-—

..'._‘}__

tears as the Y or
parrow  gAuge passenger
railroad was coming to an

d.
mThe Pardee Curtin

[ umber Company bought
the orginal passenger train
and coaches and it was used

for several years as a work
crain from Webster
Springs to Bergoo.

The mill at Bergoo was
buile by a millright, from
Louisiana, by the name of
Harry Mitchell. He was in
Bergoo less than two years.
The mill was in full
operation by April 1929.
“"Mitchell,"" who was
considered one of the best
at that time, made but one
mistake. He had been

building mills in the

Ht-. t-. 15 n
altered and the mill at
Bergoo was on

destination w0 a lifetime

day in
narrow
when Ro
12, witd
and otha
Red O
Bergoo,
the old
parfts w
Thoma
of Fe

Counn
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destination to a lifetime

cutting of over 190 million

board feet.

The first log camp, run
by Bill McCourt, was on
Mill Run and the second
one by Ira McClung, near
Parcoal. From there,
Curtin moved to Leather-

Jereyville, and in "4l
crossed Point Mountain to

Nicholas were used in this

operaton.
Sox Riley was the mull
boss with Windy Rose on

one side and Harry

COTIIEM
intere

The
Bethl
locat
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mately three years
w0 do. The steel was pulled
and the 10 Shays, the No,
8 Heisler, and the No. 6
Climax were brought to the
Curtin Mill site to make
ready their journey to

PR wpecial B&U Rallrand
oo was budlt with a narrow
e wack and the Shay

were run on the

B O car for shi o
Palmer, in Braxton
County. The journey from
Palmer, to Webster

0 y, Ower
o WVAM i

something to be calked
hon. Some of the engines
stayed in Palmer s long &
tem yoars. The fall of 1928

- -— _———

Jereyville, and in '41
crossed Point Mountain to
Back Fork. The same shay
engines and loaders used in
Nicholas were used in this
operation.

Sox Riley was the mill
boss with Windy Rose on
one side and Harry
Duckworth on the other.
The lumberyard was so full
you could hardly find
room for a lumber stack. A
major portion of the
lumber was to

exported
England and France, with

featuring wide poplar
:unkmcdmlE and
ance as
The. ml:l.l'rbururd at
daybreak in Apnil 1941
(unknown day). By 1942,
through the cfforts of
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ot % e challenge and
e I T 0 et I o The mil
T:Th?m. By the was so well 'an}?ﬂr
@20 sll the Curtin  under the guidelines i:nd :
had made it to Corkin, that they 3
and the West pnormal cut thcﬁrstdnv,lr::]nh
Midland was  in less than lZﬂrdnys. t
end sides were running.

¢ part of 1929and The mill ran from 1942
cow Flem Wilson to 1945, mainly from
Sochrad sent to  nmber on the Back Fork _of
i the No Elk and Pointa Mountain.
4 Bl Skidmore, The mill finally :;Inscd in
spell the steel of 1945 and the mill assets
Vergmia Midland  sold to Harrison Lumber
r AMr Company of Arkansas.
the The old engines were sold
el for the West 1o Midwest Steel and Junk
dund Ralrond,  of Charleston, WV. The
m thae ghoomy  engines were cut up and
wd shed 3 fou  Joaded ar old Red Oak
e hamory of @ Mine It was indeed a sad
T ,-wll day in the history of
| %W narrow gauge railroads
: when Ross Roy ran old No.
dee Cortin R T i, Y
ww and other parts gone, from
ull-: Aed Oak down through
s a0 & work Bergoo, aceoss the river to
I Webst the"odd mill site, where the
e 1 e later sold 1o Ely
ber Company
; of Fenwick, Nicholas

r e el The No. 9
engine s all
~d W chat remasns from 3 legend
o raerom g engines |t

~oal prnductinn. The
population has dropped
from a high of approxim,.
tely 1,800 to abour 250
people. Coal production i
still alive with Ike Lewis, 4
former football coach and

coal stripper, from
Pickens. How much
production he gets g

unknown to this writer,
but I would estimate
approximately 700 tons

per day.

Bergoo No. 4, from
1935 to 1959, was a rather
good mine with a lifetime
production of 6,498,554
tons. It was a thriving
mining town with 70

houses, company store,
school, church, and union
hall. The taxis out of
Webster Springs kept the
road hot bringing the
miners to town and back to
spend their money.

The No. 5 mine was only
in operation from 1945 to
1950, with a production ot
501,780 tons.

Britton No. | from 1943
to 1943 never amounted to
a whole lot, 10,178 tons
195';“"" loh;; prnJmL L

to '
3,664 585 tons, and was a




by Ageil 1929
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cmer of the best
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mils = the
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The old enli™ = _d
o Midwest Steel lf:jl 1%‘1:

of mrk‘tl‘nr.l“ u‘:‘ .“d

cnn;ﬁ

lowne

Mine. It was indeed a =

day in the history
ratlroads

parrow  RAuRe

“'hrl'l Ru\; Ruy
12, with the wrmlkt'nhklt

and other parts gONE, trom
Red Oak down through
Bergoo, Across the river to
the'old mill site, where the
afts wepe later sold to Ely
hn ymas Lumber Company
of Fenwick, Nicholas
Louney.

The No. 9 engine is all
that remains from a legend
of narrow gauge engines. It
is sall in operation and
being used as a tourist
attracnion in the state of
Marviand.

The Curtin story could
pe written in book form

d Md & Wﬂh}' qf

ran old No.

‘*h'booltm: in the

main

b

production OF D,995 554

tons. It was a thriuing
mining town with 70
houses, cOMPany  storg
school, church, and union
hall. The taxis our f
Webster Springs kept the
road hot bringing the
miners to town and back t,
spend their money.

The No. 5 mine was only
in operation from 1945 ¢,
1950, with a production of
501,780 tons.

Britton No. 1 from 1943
to 1943 never amounted to
a whole lot, 10,178 tons.

Britton No. 1, from
1943 to 1959, produced
3,664,585 tons, and was a
great service to the poor
people. The waste or bone
coal rejected by the washer
and dryer was used by
about all the people in
Webster County, at one
time or another. Large piles
of bone coal remain today.
as for fills, roads,

- re

produced from 15
1947, 205,534 rons. ‘
The Curtin story would
pot be complete without
“"“Mﬁi the company
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The Curtin story could

e written in ook form
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| m.l‘. h"‘ o
le had been

about all the people in
Webster County, at one

and would be worthy of
sale inany book store in the
pited S . My main

11
ek B

.--nuu-*ﬂ abour  the coml
interest and production
The Colden Ridge or
Bethlehem Steel Mine,
kxated  opposite Parcoal
was the hrﬂhmn{;r I:HI
operaton within Webster
County. They had their
own r plant, motors,
and Goodwin cutting
machines. lts operation mn
for some 15 years, yet, little
himoey of this mine is
known to this writer,
because they were an out of
"wm
Parcoal, or Bergoo No.
I, = by Curtin
from 1929 w 1936,

produced a lifetime
production of 995,404

No. 2,

o 1954,

s lifetime

Y76 w00
towrs  from
has made

time or another. Large piles
of bone coal remain today.

It was for fills, roads,

fore u‘l'lll‘l."'ti frnm 104
1"‘!?. 205,534 tons

I'he {,f:rnn StOry would
not be "'U““‘h'“-' "-'.'Ithuut
mentoning the COMpPany
store. SOmMeone wrote 4
song about loading 16 rons
of coal and being one day
old and deeper in debt, and
wound up by saying he
owed his sole to the
company store; a true
story. Some people worked
every day in the mines and
got more out of the store

than they earned.
The old scrip story (buy
cigarettes for $2 00 per
carton and sell them for
$1.50) applies to many
other items, and the
sharpies down town took
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SOT anon.
mur Bergoo No.
1, a8 operated by Curtin
from 1929 u: ‘19‘36.

roduced a lifetimé€
::f:;lm‘ﬁﬂﬂ of 005,404
fusys

M—m or Mpl Nl‘- 2-
19 o 1954,
lifetime

The mining towns

1930 o 1954 has made a
complete change. The
Pardee Curtin home office
& now located there as well

a5 an all electric sawmill. A
of the conl

every day in the fl"nin(rs. and
t more out of th Ote
ﬁ:ln they earned. Vs
The old scrip story (buy
cigarettes for $2.00 per
carton and sell them for
5150) Ipplicn tO many
other items, and the
sharpies down town took
advantage of the opportun-
ity. About everybody in
town took scrip, if they
could get it cheap enough.
[t went right back to the
company store and they
meats, groceries,
furniture, and gas. It was a
way for the miners to get
medicine or any er
worthy purpose. They used
to play poker at Bergoo and
and scrip played the
same as cash. It served a
. on Elk River as
tender.
town O er Springs,
has worked a lifetime for
Curtin-—-first as a2 lumber
salesman. In 1927 he came
to Webster County as store
manager, buying and
running the Curtn stoee
until retirement. They bt
Continued On Page 11
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The Wemern Marylind Railroad Bridge m
Bergoo has survived o major floods in less than
forey years. Just up the ks rainy locomotives

wsed to shift the curs in the yards,

Water mnk inwhmmdoflhmw
Railmoad yunls sre whare the prae enging tshes
uﬂnhfmr&prﬂuwﬂr’ﬁuhr“-n"_

Bald Knab.

> —amy v ‘H"'_'-r |













& o ,'r"‘. e
- ot
s s
i L. W

.h.uj f;uncnw engine.

———
The W,
Pﬂ"“llhui
forty ve
used to



The Western Maryvland Railroad Bridge at
Bergoo has survived two major floods in less than

yoars. Just up the racks many locomotives
wned to shift the cars in the vards.

8 Wearer mank in the lower end of the Cass Scenic
are where the staam engine takes
departing to Whittaker Station and
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I G Thayer run to Buckhannon. They  bed and the Hostler for  Grafton yards tu] L. '!ﬂfl:ttmth:?a:;:‘hl:’.:::?"r
au - got the rainonthe movets. 311 3 informed hlrn:_-m:l the  Thayer h"F; l\‘fll ﬂ:::; |.’n¢ bridae with m:m.g-, th ::
Alexandra and l}jlll'.' ﬁrcmnin that Ihﬁunglﬂt and lM"- ] aI:;':;r:c-r B T e ae 1‘1— v
- il the throttle and  conductor came up to M=, warter lines tot e passenger  original ) ; The ""
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s 1 1944 Mr, Thayver, "You are not  and Hostler the engine [ el Smeoeh Siennel and
bocmesr of hia sx, hs “"i“lhmm.ma. an  panmin fred i haaved hear in the occasions about living OfL. X ing bridge ang
. v I g a freight main, we ¢ our, hes o passed Ty
q_r:‘:::ﬂm his ._-.n:;lm,: in Ilrgl'l*?.‘ He are thirry minutes lae."  passenger coaches ﬂ“_d cctndlnf.':t;é-‘i. S:Teerll' f:ignurdi: gﬁg:ﬁan&:ﬂuﬁihcf
,h—‘m-‘ he bad 10 Jook for  started running the 1212 Mr, Thayer said to the 3113andcrewwascntheir  beds and genera dition- and clearing the huqu::ﬁr
smal women's garters to  freght engine, later the  fireman, "Wewillpullinte  way ar 7:30 am. for tons. A new *"““:E:ﬂ: £ i S ;::I_:“"-_
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i ! ething to remember. He never touched ¢ and pulled throttle on r. Lhayer wre neers WS
mrc;:j I-E;; , I;Tlsuntd from Buckhan-  chrottle. He said atdmeshe 7608, one of the biggest Orlande in Braxton managed o put out the fire
work made him one of the  non o Pickens in a 1941  thought the engine and sream engines ever in  County in 1958, Th: ficst and save the engines. M.
bes raileond engineers o Ford ar 7:30 ar nighr and passcnger cars were all  service except the 514, that  car behind three engincers Tha?tr was one of tht_
going into the river. He runs continuously on kicked a rail and 31 coal engineers 'whul helped
pulled into Adrian and the excursion runs yer today cars Imded_‘:jumped the rebuild the hndg_-: and
conductor gave him and yearly from Cincinnati  track and piled up 6 deep.  restoce railroad traffic.
anather visit and informed  to Hinton. The 7608 was We were clocked ar 39
him to slow it down, we 192 feer long from cow miles per hour when we
were ahead of time. catcher to the coupling ar  wrecked.
Mr. Thayer ran the the end of the water mnk
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Mr. Thayer married 2
railroad woman. His
Chardotte Thayer, was 2
Mr. Thayer wreckedtwo  clerk and rtelegraph

Pickens to Buckhannon with a 235 |b. steam miles east of Cowen on operator in Grafton before
run for six months and the pressure, held 25 tons of Laurel Creek’s steepest

they moved o Cowen.
cqndmror_mver talked to  coal and 22,000 gallons of grade, We had a loose Mr. Thayer was bornto
him again about his warer and was used tohaul  wheel that wouldn't slow be a railroad engincer. He
schedule. The second nighe

Bched troop trains all over the downinacurveandrurned has man:;gbod pictures of
in Pickens, Mr. Thayer  United States during sideways and derailed 37 engi wrecks and can
went to bed at the Pickens  World War | coal cars. There is probably nlgtﬁt_ ML his
Hotel as soon as supper was Mr. Thayer has traineda  coal on ! Creek DeTi-

~over. He woke up about  number of youngengineers today. It went all over the

12:00 o'clock togoto the  on diesel. Tor Bragg, hillside. R
Johnny house. The fire had  Don  Spyder  and

n th
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. . nichwood, Willtams and
hous: was on the back

Gauley Rivers, Grafton

~and West Virginians

should be proud of,
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Paul G.

Thayer

Paul Q. T}]E',I'Cf. a 90 1b.
railroad engineer, who was
not supposed to make it
because of his size, his
engineer leather gloves
come almost to his
elbows, he had to look for
small women’s garters to
hold the sleeves up on his
shirt and his blue railroad
handkerchief went around
his neck twice, his railroad

cap tpped his eyebrows.
He looked like a midget
with a circus. His
determination and hard
work made him one of the
best railroad engineers to

Saton —

ever pull the throttle and
blow the whistle for the
B& O Railroad. He wenrt to
work as a fireman in 1944
and was running as an
engineer in 1947. He
started running the 1212
freight engine, later the
1314. In December 1949
he bumped into the
passenger run from Pickens
to Buckhannon, steam
engine #3113. His first
three days in Pickens is
something to remember.
He started from Buckhan-
non to Pickens in a 1941
Ford at 7:30 at night and

-

arrived in Pickens the
morning, at 7:30 and tl
minutes late for the o
run to Buckhannon. ’
got the trainon the mo
Alexandra and
conductor came up tc
Thayer in the cab o
engine (3113) and sa
Mr. Thayer, "You ar
running a freight trai
are thirty minutes
Mr. Thayer said 1
fireman, "We will pu/
Buckhannon on time
pulled down the tra
about 40 miles per ho
a mile and a sign said *
warning, 10 miles
hour.'

He never touche
throttle. He said atti
thought the engin
passenger cars we
going into the riw
pulled into Adrian s
conductor gave
another visit and in/
him to slow it don
were ahead of nme

Mr. Thayer r:
Pickens to Buck
run for six months
conductor never ta
him again abo
schedule. The secor
in Pickens, Mr.
went to bed at the |

A8 00N a8 SUP
~over. He woke up
12:00 o'clock to go
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house was on the



arrived in Pickens the next
morning, at 7:30 and thirty
minutes late for the daily
run to Buckhannon, They
got the train on the move to
Alexandra and the
conductor came up to Mr.,
Thayer in the cab of the
engine (3113) and said to
Mr. Thayer, ""You are not
running a freight rain, we

hayer

will the throttle and
the whistle for the
Ratlromd. He went to
s a fireman in 1944
& runnIng as an

o in 1947 He are thirty minutes late.”
running the 1212 Mr. Thayer said to the
engne, later the  fireman, ""We will pull into
n December 1949 Buckhannon on time.” He
mped into the pulled down the track at
' run from about 40 miles per hour for
khanpon, steam  amileand asignsaid "Track
#3113 His first warning, 10 miles per
ws in Pickens s  hour’

o remember He never touched the

from Buckhan- throttle. He said at times he
Scheos in 2 1941 chought the engine and

FA0 ot night and  passenger cars were all
going into the river. He

pulled into Adrian and the
conducror gave him
another visit and informed
him to slow it down, we
were shead of time.

Mr. Thayer ran the
Pickens to Buckhannon
run for six months and the
conductor never mlked to
hims again about his
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porch of the second floor
of the hotel, Mr. Thayer
finally made it back to the
bed and the Hostler for
3113 informed him and the
fireman that the engine and
water lines to the passenger
coaches were freezing up.
Mr. Thayer, the fireman
and Hostler had the engine
thawed out, heat in the
passenger coaches and
3113 and crew was on their
way at 7:30 am. for
Buck hannon.

Mr. Thayer served as
engineer on the 5005
passenger train engine from
Richwood to Clarksburg.
He also blowed the whistle
and pulled the throttle on
7608, one of the biggest
steam e¢ngines ever in
service except the 614, that
runs continuously on
excursion runs yet today
and yearly from Cincinnati
to Hinton. The 7608 was
192 feet long from cow
catcher to the coupling at
the end of the water mnk
with a 235 |b. steam
pressure, held 25 tons of
coal and 22,000 gallons of
water and was used to haul
troop trains all over the
United States during
World War 1. -

3 !_-.r- ﬂ ;*r\.a‘vm1 “So

and Cumberland, Mar
land; there is little rracka
in the scope of the B&
Girafton yards thar M
Thayer has not covered

Mr. Thayer was 1
original objector to
conditions at the
Beanery at Cowen. He fi
a repﬂrt on seve
occasions about liv
conditions, screen do
beds and general con
tions. A new air condit

ed Beanery was built
this writer and his brot
were the prime conn
ors. We also started
Cass Scenic Railroad
same year.

Mr. Thayer wrecke
Orlando in Bra»x
County in 1958. The
car behind three engi
kicked a rail and 31
cars loaded, jumped
track and piled up 6.
We were clocked 3
miles per hour whe
wrecked.

Mr. Thayer wrecke
miles east of Cowe
Laurel Creek's ste
grade. We had a
wheel that wouldn
down in a curve and o

sideways and deraike

boa A" -
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y of the second floor
e hotel. Mr. Thayer
y made it back to the

ind the Hostler for
informed him and the
ks 1o the passenger
m wore frocsiing up.
haver, the fireman
maber had the engine
| R, bheat I*K‘
pot coahes and
ad crew was on thetr
t X am. for

e
Thaver sorved as
r on the 5005
¥ tram engane from
o o Clarksbury.
e thy w Rastle
nd the theoetic on
w#rh!“ﬂt
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and Cumberland, Mary-

land; there is little trackage

in the scope of the B&O

Grafton yards that Mr.

Thayer has not covered.

Mr. Thayer was the
original objector to the
conditions at the old
Beanery at Cowen. He filed
a report on several
occasions abour living
conditions, screen doors,
beds and general condi-
tons. A new air condition-
od Beanery was built and
this writer and his brothers
were the prime contract-
ors. We also started the
Cass Scenic Railroad che
same year.

Mr. Thayer wrecked at
Orlando in Braxton
County in 1958. The first
car behind three engineers

ibsmENyY OO kacked a rail and 31 coal
reon yer today  cars loaded, jumped the
o ( am snoaty Muﬂnkjupf’durp.
e 08 we We were clocked at 39
kg fome comw  miles per hour when we
B amplieg 2 wrecked

Ih-l‘ Mr Thayer wrecked two
BB sms miles et of Cowen on
e 5 Lawrel Qa&d stecpest
. ﬁ a3

el

fire and the recent wreck ar
Centralia  Tunnel. Wi,
you come out of the 40
feet tunnel it is only abe,,

40 feet to the 600 feer long
bridge with guerders {:vurq;
100 feet nnﬂvcr 200 feey
down to the water. The day
'I'Jr thc WTL‘Ck thf L‘ng"“:,ur
was through the tunnel an g
on the burning bridge and
engines passed over the
bridge on the steel guerders
and clearing the burning
ties and hot steel as they
slid across the guerders the
fuel oil tanks were splitand
when the fuel oil hit the hot
steel it made a tremendous
fire. Somehow the
engineers and train crews
managed to put out the fire
and save the engines. Mr.
Thayer was one of the
engineers who helped
rebuild the bridge and
restore railroad traffic.
Mr. Thayer married a
railroad woman. His
Charlotte Thayer, was a
clerk and telegraph
operator in Grafton before
they moved o Cowen.
Mr. Thayer was born to

be a railroad engincer. He
Ilnm”ndpmumm
yines and wreck s and aan
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‘ Mike Ross Gas and Oi1l Coalton E

“you are interested in Gas and Oi1l and need 1,000 acres

blocked up Mike Ross can help you. If you are from any
of the 18 Latin American Countries and have gas and oil

acreage for sale, Mike Ross will buy, sell or

help you block up acreage for drilling or

selling. Mike Ross
Buckhannon, WV 26201
(304) 472-1110
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13 por the smne treatment  bepween  Slary ek and ﬂ 1 ﬂ: I
Lizm Company, Nul"-"d later on. He stated to me  Elkins. The steam Malley ﬂ B ﬁ
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led and will be offtherrack ssmanyas2 oo 0 Lonned o WELCOMES /
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Having spent part :ﬂ:tlw
- pwo months in Cass,
Sv  and on occasions
. time out from work
& it on the front porch of
old Company Store,
shich at one umc ;\WH one
of jgpest in the state
ar :hﬁ blﬂflmut anyrthing
g wanted, one hears the
"‘,-.1 ul' old No. 4 Shﬂ'f
engine purchas from
Birch Valley Lumber
Cc pany, Tiﬂﬂ., WV Rﬂd
ac at Cass as a
semembrance of old
Jogging days and as an
excursion train for people
“fom all over the U.S. and
;' sgn  countries. /At the
“resent time, old No. 4
perve as a training engine,
fraining some young men
# future engineers for the
Cass Scenic Railroad when
% b completed to Bald

T - Knob. The No. 7 Shay
Iy engine. which recently
od the Mountain State

Forest Festival, was

purchased by the Natural

l _ rces partment

>
L, :
-

om Measdow River
Sy Mo 5

. 1 are

IREE

-I-. -.‘ 4 r
oty

o

il ol smeee ol

Shay engines No. 12

. R 3

Al
ton) were

exclusively on the |
mile being rebuilt m:

I;OldeSt And Highest (150

many thousand feer of
lumber was sawed in 24
hours (242 M feet), They
all remember certain
railroad wrecks and snow
Sstorms and ‘about all ot
them have been in the town
of Spruce in its heyday,
Empulate 500 in 1914,
oarding house, post
office, school and Dr.
Coffer and his pill bag and
motor car.

Mr. Walter Good,
railroad engineer on the
Spruce line from 1927
until 1960, can give you as
much or more information
as anyone in Cass. In fact,
he was the engineer for No.
1 to Bald Knob when the
politicians and Mr. Barron
took the last ride. He
recalls a wreck on the run

around in e with a
700 Mallwsgicmgi to
the Western Maryland. He
was running Shay No. 12,
reversing the bar. The 700
hit him again. Shay No. 12
was never run anymore. He
said it was really sad 1o see

such a good engine be cut
up for ju@.ﬂlhw

Lumber y Engines

rwo and SOMEtimes

trips in 24 hours.
C&LO from Roncery
Durbin took 100
lumber, pulp and t
bark, from Cass |
every day to Covi
Virginia and Luke

Maryland. Mr. Gog
was one of the engir

this run for
remembers the old
car and tried tokee
him as much as 4
There were so mar
trying to ftrawvs
Spruce to Cass
dangerous riding
cars. Thirteen we
could haul and g
the switch back:
used a brakemar
two cars. He

supply car anc
were overloaded
pickers in the su
an awful lot ¢
during the fall 2



ion train for people
all over the U.S, and

countries, At the
¢ time, old No. 4
as a training engine,
: g SOME young men
:‘E:uﬁc mummrnnﬁ:r the
Cass Scenie Ratlroad when
h is l,'uﬂ!"‘l'l‘lt‘d to Bald
Knob. The No. 7 Shay
engine, which n.-crn:[y
~ wisited the Mountain State
Forest Festival, was

rchased by the Natural

esources Department
Meadow River

nd No. | are
of the original engines

" Jeft from t Mower
Lumber Company. Num-
S is in operation and

No. 1 is being completely
overhauled and will be
ready for service by June of
. 1967. Shay No. | was the

b epageabeld Knobin

slalc

of ticia ls

ospruce line from 1927
until 1960, can give you as
much or more information
as anyone in Cass, In face,
he was the engineer for No.
1 to Bald Knob when the

politicians and Mr. Barron
took the last ride. He

recalls a wreck on the run
around in Spruce with a
700 Malley belonging to
the Western Maryland. He
was running Shay No. 12,
reversing the bar. The 700
hit him again. Shay No. 12
was never run anymore. He
said it was really sad to see
such a good engine be cut
up for junk, as the Mower
Lumber Company Engines
Nos. 2, 3, 8,9, 10, 11, and
13 got the same treatment
later on. He stated to me

that he had a Shay engine
off the track as many as 12
times in one day.

As you know, Mower
Lumber Company had
their own shop (still in

[ - L] ia
L]

and with the

] Ll
operaton) and made all

LEYRIAE vy T

Spruce wo
dangerous ric
cars. Thirtee
could haul a
the switch

used a brak
two cars.

supply car
were overlo
pickers in t
an awful

during the

Mr. Go
living in C
boarding }
or Cheat
1941-194¢

the last of
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A Sitting on the Ssfore
~ porch, one hears wild tales
~ of Thornt Hennings and
Big John Cochran, as well
as many others. Somehow
they remember more about
dances, fist fights, murders,
and jails than about how

Pardee-Curtin Lumber

Continued From Page 6
sbout anything that you
could ask for. The
'.rr}hﬂ.l\l‘ in Ht‘r}:un Wis
equal to a lange wholesale
house. Potatoes and many
food items were bought in
sarload lots.

The Pardee Curtin Store
had many good store
managers under Mr.
Ockney: Doy Brannon,
Parcoal; Brack Davis,
Parcoal; LB, Robinson,
Bergoo; George Barnett of
Camden on Gauley,
Bergoo. The Curtin stores
were considered among the
best of m&nv stores in

state of West Virginia.
It & this writer's opinion
t Curtin was an
company. It is
writer's opinion

] . 5 =4

> ths

of wood, then ﬂb to the
shop and with the help and
advice of others, would
cast the piece our of steel.

The present railroad
known as the Cass Scenic

Railroad, was a really busy
|‘r|ut't‘ from 1906 to 1913.

Virginia for employment.
We are thankful for all the
good football players
furnished to Webster
Springs High School: Jack
Nutter, Jim Lough, Grant
Lough, Jim Arbogast,
Rickyand Larry Cutlip, Joe
and Phil Harris, Brack
Davis, Ed Fincham, Duck
Lipscomb, Clyde and
Durward Leuikart, Dick
and Argel Smith, Walt
Helmick, and Frank Darko
from Jerryville.

We are proud Curtin
sent us Grant Winkler,
who works for the Scate
Road, George Crislip, our
banker, his wife, a teacher

which is h
but elemen
storm w
Webster S
own peo ‘
were  wit
electricity {
people fr
and othe
country w

Webster &

5 days.

Dec E‘j:'lb
Although
at that tirr
O many
about tl
during th:
of by-go
Good s

snowin|

Decembe
snowed 3
am. Irke
a week
keeping



Shay engines No, 12und 13
(150 ton) were used
exclusively on the eight
mile being rebuilt making
rwo and sometimes three
trips in 24 hours. The
C& O from Roncervert to
Durbin took 100 cars of
lumber, pulp and tanned
bark, from Cass almost
every day to Covin ’
Virginia and Luke Lake,

Maryland. Mr. Good, who
was one of the engineerson
this run for years
remembers the old suppl

car and tried to keep it wit

him as much as possible.
There were so many people
trying to travel from
Spruce o Cass, it was
dangerous riding on the log

L ]
o iJ { l {
v L] |
doys. it wus up to tla
windows on the second
floor of the bourding

l'u'm . Mr. Good told me
that they put two and three
railroad engines together to
plow the snow off the
tracks. Mr. Good ran the
lead engine and the snow
came in the window of the
engine so badly they had ro
stop and shovel the snow
out of the cab. Mrs. Good
said that during the snow
storm they always had
telephone connections
with Elkins. The did run
out of a lot of items to eat
and had to bake biscuits
three times a day. It was an
experience of a lifetime.
She only had bed room for
14, and was stuck with 20,
men and 2 women, and had
o scratch the bortom of
the barrel for food. Itlasted

. '

A Trip
Some two week:
grabbed my hat a
and headed down
Randolph, Pen
Grant, Hardy, Hax
and Jefferson ¢
toward Baltimore

with a Mr t&h

pre<ident of

Maryland Rail
reference w a
tourist train

Webster Spr
Spruce, to Ell

possible conneo
the Cass Scenic
The 1.2 mile lir
would connect
Scenic Railr
Westem Man
the C&0O andn
available to 1o
unbelievable. I
become a realit
a dream, Wi
could be t}
ourist amracn
states in the n



LR, B BT RERl VR AR RS EETT
conuld haul and get through
the switch backs and they
used a brakeman for every
WO CAars, H:d lllld the
supply car a off cars
m;verlolded with berry
pickers in the summer and
an awful lot of hunters
during the fall and winter.

Mr. Good's wife, still
living in Cass, ran the last
boarding house at Spruce
1.1" Cheat Junction from
lL_ﬂ-IQ " m\:i 1 t was

last of the buildings at
SPruce. ChﬂtJunctmn was
the railroad junction
berween Slaty rk and
Elkins. The steam Malley
of the Western Maryland

Railroad stopped for
water, coal and orders. It
was an enjovable place for

ratlroad workers to relax
v ] .uu-m!hh- history of

r a.1 v Py K s BALRL"."

15

to scratch the bottom of
the barrel for food. Itlasted
for a full week and they all

de it out_jn fing s .
Erm?.th al J\ I?:qpem
B e e

tore of the ower
Lumber Company comes
many a good story. How
well they are appreciated
by the younger generation
and the public is unknown.
One thing for sure comes
to your mind when you
mention Spruce, it EUI'EL is
the coldest and highest

place in West Virginia.

Pocalonial

the C&O and mal
available 1o rour
unbelievable. 1f o

come a reality
a dream, Wes
could be the
tourist attractio
states in the nat

| talked with
who gave me
encou ement
he did listen t
Bl
granted permi:
a couple of ra

cars on Augu
from Webste

Counly

WELCOMES /5
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.
-
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y
'-'l-f|"|"J--! workers to relax
; i "

u hard to believe,
but clements of the same
storm were here in
Webnter Springs COur very
JWhH pPeopie of this town
were without water and

clectricit y for one week and
seople from Upperglade
and other parts of the

country were sidelined in
Webster Springs from 2 to

$ daws. The tme was
December 7., 1944

Aldough | was in Germany
st thae v, | recall talking
B many of Oour Qatxns
about their conditions
durng that particular week

of bygone history. Mns
Good said it started
spawing at © a.m

Theaemmber 7. 1944 and
snownd M smches by 1130
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ot | mlked with Mr. Liliac,

A Trip To Bald Knob

Some two wecks ago, |
grabbed my hat and coat
and headed down through
Rlndnll_rh Pendleton,
Cirant, lr&y. Hampshire,
and Jefferson counties
toward Baltimore to talk

with a Mr li vice
president of th‘l wtﬁrtrn
in

Maryland Railroad

rence to a possible
tourist train out of
Webster Sglrings to

Spruce, to Elkins, and

possible connections with
the Cass Scenic Railroad.
The 1.2 mile linking tract
would connect the Cass
Scenic Railroad, the
Western Maryland, and
the C&O and make service
available to tourists that is
unbelievable. If this should
become a reality instead of
a dream, West Virginia
could be the greatest
uris attraction of all the
states in the nation.

liztle

v

Page 11

the scenic

Spruce, thmutgh

wunscilerlar[!d kmm
to Slat ork, to Spruce.
We weie honored tgf hac:e
Mr. Utterback, trainmaster
of the Elkins branch, as one
of our drivers. We were
accompanied by State
Senator Mr. Carl Gainer,
who is also Senate
Chairman of the Natural
Resources Committee, and
Mr. Bob Phillips, his
Republican opponent for
the upcoming election on
November 3, 1970. The
young, energetic teacher
from the local Webster
Springs High School, Mr.
Leroy Crislip, was with us
as photographer,and he isa

real one. His pictures,
on this trip, will be a credit
to Webster County citizens

for the next generation. We
were fortunate in the

Phillp




who gave me only little
encouragement, however,
he didnﬂl n t{) my ‘:ﬂn‘r'
m- o et take a
“{r:\'l“fi (] wc{t

ssion to take

f:guplep;? radle motor

on Awgust 14, 1970
?::1:11 Wﬂ;utﬂ Springs 1o

Pocahonias Counly

et A L B Y |
Jim Comstock's and the
"Hillbilly", This young
man is  just starting in
journalism  and . his first
year as a writer, photo-
grapher, and newspa

man. He was highly

Continued On Page 8
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. The South Branch Valley Of West Virginia

14, 1963

ng d’" process of state cars—probably some the friendly people who farming regions of ‘T‘St
l.g ar _runnmg a political parasite sponging migrated to the South Virginia. Th‘ s oy

e icken

r, .Ht
Virginia tags and they were  less a homecoming among  Valley is one of the great

e



. Page 12

: A Trip To

Continued From Page 7
recommended by Mr.
Comstock, and he is, in my

sinion, one of the most
7 ical writers on railroad

hist to come down the
i a‘-ll wrtnng. on this

E'l’lw.
wi aring in
,' newspapers t roughout
West Vigginia, and in due
time, ¢ rnug out the

nation--providing he
't become a second

Shcnff" Given and let his
hat go to a size number 8
and want to run for
Congress or move in on the
New York Times for his
! first full time job.

Mr. E.O. Parker, a good
looking. voung track
supervisor was the driver
o the other motor car. He
s a mlented, slow, ecasy
speaking, conscientious,
ratiroad main
wicved In CAarrymg out his

We w e

W }'Iil
T i nme
'Y taking
,j.r" and looking for
e views that thus fine

picturcs,

ye “-""Ifﬁli(ﬂin wi mrr

gy arasther

e rw E:
nln-

T g
2

.-1.-'" F T e Ry

t
)

Bald Knob

This tourist attraction, a
scenic train always loaded
with people from through-
out tEL United States, is a
spectacular of wonder. As
rﬁ: #7. a Shay relic of
Inggmg years, almost stalls

they approa h the

steepest int S5
Scenlc £| lroad Tnur.

aboard experiencesa t nll.
a thrill wﬁuﬂh the engineer

gives his customers and
photographers every day.
A shrill whistle, a show, a
ring of smoke, a few hot
cinders, all add up to a
lasting memory to all

aboard.

We all have certain day
swe will always remember.
Mavbe it was a church
service, a football game,
elecion day, a lecture in
high school or college, a big
contract, or a fist fight with
the Honorable Curt Trent,
or a bad story you gave toa
newspaper, or a g\htd ane

you fminl to get printed,
hut A t 14, 1970 will

always d.LIO[ lasting

[:‘“OWM“ ith Utter-

Cainer, M P(.‘::' m
T.

the fine |‘ tp
Mllip
regroup the words,
the story,
typewrismr,

The S




first full fame JLts
Me. EO Parker, a good

looking, YOuns trac

as the driver

sy IsOTF W
or car, He

+f the other mot
a8 t,]h'l\h'-', -ﬁh WA, AAY
nNni JETITIO LS,

~aking
sileoad maln w h o
. vl i CArrying it his
FHEvad "n..n | RS o
sking plcrurs

gag arwd s woking for
| .I. VWS t haat !li'l fine
Vo AT ,;:-nlirln.ln wl'll never
sccept another assignment

tor a group of slap happy
(tourists secking phu!u-

qu!f:f Department of
Natural CROUTCES Was
~ourmous enough to lend a
helping hand. One of their
old. International, beat up
rucks glmd us up at
Spruce for the journey, 1.2
miles over the old

dubanded railroad of the
Mowery Lumber Com-

i'“f-idllt o Bald Knob
The tran loaded with
tourists, belching smoke

- el

SR FERE T

We all have certain day
s W will :ilwa','ﬁ rl*ml:mhl.'l'
Mavbe it was a church
service, a football game,
elec pom «Ln,‘_ a lecture in
j;lp_lu lu ywil OF Ci Ilit".',."{', 1] ]"I.L{
contract, or 8 Fist fight with
t b lfnn--r.li-la'{ urt [ rent,
or a bad story you gave iy A
yer, Or A Kiﬂlli one

I '\.\‘-i'-l

VOl f.-nﬁmi to get printed,
but August 14, 1970 will
nlmwhtc a day of lasting
memory with r. Utter-

back, r. Parker, Mr.
Gainer, Mr. Crislip, and
the fine young writer, Mr.
Phllip Bagdon. As we
regroup the words, write
the story, J)uund the
typewriter, dig thmuﬂ
papers, notes, and t

dictionary, make innumer-
able telephone calls, and
burn the midnight oil, we

m:thmu by yourscif. | ask

the ple of Randolph,
Poﬂﬁ:‘tl. and Wel::ha

= g

hemselves and




rg architect, employed
Cirvef and Daily. It was a
monument of grief in
cOonAMtMC N, a parnmmaount
of besuty tor the tourist

e

-y

Condnued From Page 9

src human and logical, it
would appropriate money
and put all these unem-
ployed people to work,
rebuilding the flood rowns
of WV, However, it s not
¢lenr thart the federal
ST el s DOt OINE O
farnish the appropratye
Seip, maxch bewe provide
gl Oof the masa scale a8
e W PA L sand NYA
e N |

.“‘ ® b ‘h;l -y

- WRETY L Setw ANAY

Salt Sulphur Wells  and
Baths restored tn; a daily
tourist train from Webster

31?“.!‘:. to Bald Knob. Ng¢

N can 0o anyumng
without the help of the
people...1 ask your help!

Sincerely,

D.P. "Sheriff" Given

Asking Politicians To
Consider Youth-CC(C’s

youths. It has been a new
style of writing, like steak
sauce poured over my
fountain pen; like ketchup,
mustard or lettuce on the
burger. It isn't so, writing
style is a dish by itself. (im
Comstock — WYV Hillhlly).

A pood cook knows how to
combine cooking clements
in the right amount at the
right time with the rght
tempvrature, so this writer
and citoen has strived o
mat h ‘uhhm\’mml‘\

o put the s Jirksan *

e .1u11;.'h. r my
e of CT1Ms Bk
m! “\ i e iy !nﬂllhll‘

—

Virginia,
of nan
splendon
of my li
which h
broken,
with a br
had bee
thing in

en n
West V
through

and Da

inion
about
Cﬂﬂﬂﬂl
1964. T
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books for the next

The South

Asgunt 14, 1961
Dsvng the provoss Of

leemhing and runnung a
aontre tng business onver a
"I"l‘\i of velfs, ONOC Must
Lw the memory of an

. the Qournge of
Job, and the dJdesire to

deream with imaginary

iy o Sl Ooowunty
and mamwon that could be
recorded in the history

Vieginia tags and they were
state cars—probably some
political rarmur sponging

a night's lodging.
At 11:30 p.m., | found
myself on a moonlit

night driving down the
Canaan Valley on State
Route No. 32 to Harman.

r I News Telase

millions of dollars for the
development of a tourist
mecca for that particular

ember a few

g

Allegheny Mountain to be
sure of identification of a
spot where a tractor trailer
had wrecked and

of a rtrailer load of

with smoke signals from

migrated to the South
Branch Valley.
Yesterday's sounds and
today's in the unique South
Branch of West Virginia,
the sportsman’s paradise, is
100 miles from city living.

the Senecas or Cherokees,
and the Indian "wa" cry,
along with the yelps of the
dying wildcat just pierced
from the flint of the stone
carved from the rock
formations you now see as
you roll merrily through
the historic v with a
high powered engine at
your fingertips listening to
the commentators' talk
about the destruction of
the world.

Today the South Branch

"v'i'rginia their life story,

Branch Valley Of West Virginia

||:1|.n a hl‘rlnnilrnmg among
the friendly people who

Valley s one of the great
farming regions of West
Virginia. The poultry
convention (Chicken
Pluckers) held vearly az
Moorefield gives you a new
look at industry. Poultry in
the South Branch is big
business and the Poulery

their customs and

traditons.

The Valley remembers
the McNeill Rangers:
shares its old style homes;
displays its primitive
antiques and civil war relics
in the Petersburg Museum.
Beauty is in the South
Branch Valley; unique
Smoke Hole and Seneca
Caverns, and Lost River
State Park. It isa great place
for sight-seeing and city

sick vacation seekers.




nature’'s owtdoor
So with the el
my bede yellow ra
which A the = Ty
roken. | was furmished
wirh o breew that nodd me |
had been masing some
thing i all the vears | had
been ruwim' thrnulh
West Vieginia | traveled
Parsons, Thomas

ad

vis sampling the
IE“HI

of
of

of the people
the hopeful

has boen & mew candidate for governor in

Mhe sk 1964, There scems to be

owver =y considerable unrest among
o lke beschep,  the Democrats and they are
letuce om S jumping from pillar to post
0 T 0, writng  with no definite conclus-
'm jons as of yer. The
" ) w m;ﬁﬂrdtely
knows how Moore and Cecil
Bt demenes Underwood. 1 visited
wth the rghe of my political enemies,

and as | looked over the
restaurant and lodging
facilives and the parking
lot, | then realized that
ﬂukw::tr F.Iflr'anw"
enjoyed by people the
United States. | only
sported swo cars with West

PUTINg  OREYT  wraROn and
there seemned 1o be a tent
petched in bend of
the road with native
citteens in quest of a deer. |
drove resl slow down the
Allegheny Mountain to be
sure of identificanon of a
spot where a tractor trailer
had wrecked and disposed
of a rtrailer load of
Campbell's Soup and well
remembered a few young
boys seven or cight years
old rtalking about the
“Lassie” show and the
different types of soup they
had never tasted before.
That was some 10 years
ago—those same vyoung
men are now married, in
Unck Sam’'s Army, or
students in some college or
university in preparation
for the hard struggles of life
for the next 40 years.

1 slipped silently by the
Mouth of Seneca viewing
the rocks by moonlight
which gives you the feeling
“Indians’ are still there
watching every move you
make. | drifted along the
South Branch Valley
carved through rocks of
unique beauty into historic
Petersburg where the Tri-
County Fair (Hardy,

Grant, and Pendleton) is

held annually and is more or

the hiatoric valley with a
high powered engine at
your fingertips lstening 1o
the commentators’ talk

about the destruction of
the world,
Today the South Branch

S Rk BT ILL

Beauty s in the Sourh
Branch Valley; unique
Smoke Hole and Seneca
Caverns, and Lost River
Seate Park. It sa great place
for sghtaceing and ary

sick vacation seekers
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Rallrmd with a sell

sdvance. A fanmstc short
ride on Friday, April 30, by
2700 school children and
veachers, the black billows
of smoke, the whistle, the
bell—a recreation of the
1Sth century transporta-

mens and the Cass Somi

Randolph Scenic Railrond
We arr now oo the return
iy from Slacy Fork by way
junction o

Dirbin and the mrerchange

The town was spruced.
The loaal people had spent
much dme and many hours
and was well organized for
the big day when we could
sy, “"Welcome aboard the

fing! desrinaton—Cass,
with their famous switch-
backs and [2V miles of
grades ind unequaled
I meTTINe Weather,
caves and outsmanding

What A Ride!

largest 100

ton
steam engine—people
clamoring seats, many

mking their very first ride
behind steam, a miged
varistion of passengers,
newsmen, radio and
television people, a
sprinkle of real railroad
buffs (approximarcely 40),
civic clubbers, narture
lovers, railroad executives,
legislators, and state
senators, all determined to
have a real good dme. [t
had been a big weckend for
Webster County. The local
people really had che "red
carpet’’ out with loal cvic
organizations presenting
Webster County's state-
wide nature tours, with
Iectures, barn dances, mmp
feeds, and a full three days
of recreation for our ow of
county and out of stare
visitors. They had all
enjoyed the train ride in
many pictures and
recordings of sounds of
steam all along Elk Riwver
from Webster Springs w
Slary Fork. They aad
listened to the "best music
in the world," the brass bel|
ringing, the whistle sounds
of a "whipporwill”, the dry
niver, an echo as you pass

thr a or

i S g o
the photo rounds, 2 whiding
doud of smoke and sveam,
cameras chicki away, a

rewarding justification for
Webster County and ms

i Fumwal

SOATE
serious doubts abour
future runs. The fog wasso
thick from Cherry Falls to
Bergoo you could cut it
with a knife. At the
crossing one mile below
Bergoo, a few white faced
cattle were grazing
gracefully. Only three
short days ago their lives
tmils and heads were highin
the air on the verge of
smampede from the effects
of the steam, black billows
of smoke, and the shrill
whistle of Heisler 6, for
the crossing. [ stopped at
Horton's Store for a few fat
Blue Ribbon cigars. He had
sold completely out to the
tourists on Saturday and
Sunday.

By the time [ passaed the
¥4 mine, the fog had
cleared and there were
many campers and
fishermen all along the
river. | noticed one
gentleman drinking water
from a creek on che left-
hand side of the road. You
could now see the snow
lines abour half-way up the
mountains. | passed a small
cemetery below the road, a
big blt:l'k deer :3& .:am::
grass from sround one
the markers, he made
ubour six loag umps into
the natural habiar or
hardwood omber and hus
white tail vanished. |
congnued up Elk across
the Pocahontas Counts
line and headed acress M

the water tank isabout four
tons of coal besides whar is
encountered on a highway.
Two house trailers on this
side of the bridge and a
McCleen tractor jack-
knifed on the other side
rosd had been

completely blocked; a state
rader, and a load of
salt cleared the road and |
journeyed on to the Slary
Fork Railroad yard. “"Doc'
Carlson had old Heisler #6
snorting, smoking, and
steaming They are shifting
to the mazin tracks, getting

prepanation for our long
journey o Cass,

We love Slary Fork at
9:35 a.m., with 200 [bs.sof
with whistles
blowing everything, o full
capicity. Some are in
whether we @n
make it up Mr. Alry wich
SEVEN empry
caboose and 13 people.
Scewart Swink, a
brakeman, loses his
during the first 1.000
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Natural

mert and the Cass Scenic
Ratrond onn our maiden
gt of the Webster.
Rasdolph Scenic Railrand.
We are now on the return
mip from Slaty Fork by way

Junction to

Resour ces nepm

with a sellout

crowd six weeks in

advance. A fantastic short
ride on Friday, April 30, by
2700 school children and
teachers, the black billows
of smoke, the whistle, the
bell—a recreation of the
19th century transporta-




Rlﬂn‘d with a sell.out
crowd six weeks in
advance. A fantastic short
rade on Fraday, April 10, by
2T0 school children and
tachers, the black billows
o smoke. the whistle, the
recreation of the
rransporta

wil—a
ek  contury
e ayErm
The town was spruced.
he kocal people had spent
nch ome and many hours
o was well organized for
e big day when we could
v, “Welcome asboard the
st Selphur Special'.”

v Tl
Y Pl

ton Heisler

largest

steam engine—people

clamoring for seats, many
mking their very first ride
behind steam, a mixed
variation of passengers,
newsmen, radio and
television people, a
sprinkle of real railrcad
buffs (approximarely 40),
civic clubbers, nature
lovers, railroad executives,
legislators, and state
senators, all determined to
have a real good time. It
had been a big weekend for
Webster County. The local
people really had the *“‘red
carpet’’ out with local civic
organizations presenting
Webster County's state-
wide nature tours, with
lectures, barn dances, mamp
feeds, and a full three days
of recreation for our out of
county and out of state
visitors. They had all
enjoyed the train ride in

many pictures and
ncon;w of sounds of
steam all along Elk River

Sery Fork. Ther

W
had
listened 1o the "best music

in the world,"” the brass bell

What A Ride!

b ool umw ol

tions some

serious doubts about

future runs. The fog was so

thick from Cherry Falls to

Bergoo you could cut it

with a knife. At the

crossing one mile below

Bergoo, a few white faced

cattle were grazing
gracefully. Only three

short days ago their lives
tails and heads were highin
the air on the verge of
stampede from the effects
of the steam, black billows
of smoke, and the shrill
whistle of Heisler #6, for
the crossing. | stopped at
Horton's Store for a few fat
Blue Ribbon cigars. He had
sold completely out to the
tourists on Saturday and
Sunday.

By the time | passed the
#4 mine, the fog had
cleared and there were
many campers and
fishermen all along the
river. | noticed one

tleman drinking water
En a creek on the left-
hand side of the road. You
could now see the snow
lines about half-way up the
mountains. [ passed a small
below the road, a

Adry . thires milles

ice
encountered on a |
Two house trailer
side of the brid
McCleen rtracu

knifed on the o
The road hi

completely block
road er, and
salt cleared the 1
journeyed on tc
Fork Railroad ys
Carlson had old’

snorting, smol

steaming. They ;
to the main tra¢




ice |

encountered on a highway.
Two house trailers on this

sde of the bridge and a

McCleen tractor jack-
w.‘j o fh‘f t'l'thl("'l' \hil'
The road had been

compietely blocked; a state
sond grader, and a load of
sale cheared the road and |
woarneyed on o the Slary
Fork Radiroad yard. "D
Carson bad old Hetsler #6,
smorting. smoking, and

weamang They are shifting
W the main tacks, getring

hmuforern

of

the water tank is about
rons of coal besides what is
in the regular bin in

preparation for our long
journey to Cass,

We leave Slaty Fork art
9:35 a.m. with 200 lbs.sof
steam with whistles
blowing everything, © full
capacity. Some are in
doubt whether we an
make it up Mt. Airy with
seven empty cars, a
caboose and 13 people.
Stewart Swink, a Cass
during the first 1,000 feet.
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L nyamend P Puge | LTI ume feoim five
e Rpdivs WNbase b v cooumters in WY Llpabur
Baw Longrew ®s by e Lewie, Brawtown, Lillmer

v the sawaal
arad
everyhogly as 3 ot fime
Thes scll, buy and made

wensling & the ohief asd Webster, [t

sabend B B e oy
gty aw b TR

el o the work

wrilkey memiwT et

s g ek e the bwowwe Thers hasve Bwn at it 50 long
s by den., com ot they are no longer
s, bowees mmend of ball  smateurs. They are  all

bamimess and competinon
o MW i-""'!"'l.._- A smle a
1 event, a WV
hisroncal event by the real
mouniineers of WV

You mss Holly Giray
Park, Beaxton Counny's 4-
H Club grounds and

doawrs, ol mars ool
o 2a=s [] -t Eraw Siwr m
el oger s Restaurans
e fll of bardworking
homewr peogie and 8 oo
P B R O 8 CowniTy
s W oewovale Tio
F vou sre sterewted 0
anfOgees, mOp o ] oomy
{ettene’ Awtuie Mowse
Thes pitherr pvery Saturds,

soCial

Braxton County's airport
ang home of Surton Lions

Club and Braxton Count-

¥ yimrly homecoming. A
the upper end of the
airport, you Bke the Dyer
Hill Roaid o PBraxton
County's beautiful mar
von, shell-pink red brick
health center. Mext you
pass the Momson United
Methodise Church, black
top entmnce, brick pario
with four picnic mables with
benches, o beautiful well
kept cemetery amid an cak
grove, a grear setting for a
country church. You
journey On  past the

Newville Road, home of
Tom Gillespie, farmer,
logging contractor and 2
grear sep on the WV
Midland Railroad narrow

the U.S. park their boses
ke it scn, Lre
now run r

Bright. This lnpndp&

Miles From Flatwoods To Cass—

Kauge possenger train, also
B& O Railromd passenger
train, from Clarksburg to
Richwood. MNext you pass
the High Knob Methodisc
Church and cemetery built
in 1890 and rebuilt in
1950—-home church of
Braxton County's honored
citizen Wilkie Dennison of
Cowen, farmer, commun-
Ity NCWSPpAper reporter,
builder of fiddles
Although a stone's throw
from the Mount Hebron
United Methodist Church
on the Corley-Caress
Road, he hitch-hikes or
walks the 1V miles on the
old Braxton Turnpike to
his home church a: High
Knob. You pass Ander-
son’s Taxidermy Mr
Anderson is rezlly a
carpenter. | don't know
how he ever w sl up
h‘ll’iﬂ asaviour for I'_-\.Hu;] mi
hunters. You approach
Holly Juncrion headwaters
of the Sutton Dam. where
both forks of Hally come
Iugq:rhcjr. Six vears ago, a
railroad hub and busy
depot when the narrow
gauge passenger train out of
Webster Springs made
connection with the B&LO
passenger trains out of
Richwood to Clarksburg.
It is now underwater and
the site is known as
Kanawha Run Trading

the Back Fork Ridge, on

he aftermoon o
o spend the g the left i Pat Skidmore's

yvimu are 3 boat erader. You

rass Thompson's, Holly Service Station. acroes the Contmaed
Hole campsite, Thompson, street the WV Liquor oh
a coal stripper and builder Store and Chev "’J‘L"_‘ pon 1B, °
of Harrison County'ssuper  Garage. Ax the stop light is miles 1.0
Bridgepart mall, isa former Murls Hesmurant. Torn Gy Kums
Webster County native. right on 15 Sowh i of 1935 m
You pass the New Hope Hamrick’s Restaurant and 1960 'E“Lh
Church of Diana, a Service Smrion. You come humor.a!
people's church paid for back to the stop light, take . rasomlh
and erected by the citizens  State Rowute 10 and you are mi F"":
of Diana. When youstopat  on your way to Valley yeuty, T
Bruffy's Store for gas and Head. You pass the old E:ﬂﬁ‘ﬂ
oil, you turn thecormerand  Webster Springs Hotel, the -
vou are on State Routes 15 bank, turnrightat the Sears oro gt
and 20, and the Webster Roebuck Store, and you F ':
Springs Turnpike, and see an eacellent motel with {
Cool's Counrry Store, and  reasonable prices, the | o
the Diana Post Office, MincralSpringsMotel. On | Sy
opposite Basil Cutlip's the left s City Hall 2 B w5, o
homerown park. Mr. wealth of information | .

Cutlip takes greatr pride in
his job as park superin-
tendent. You are now 26
miles on your way o the
B6-mile wrip to visit the
Cass Scenic Railroad, and 9
miles out of Wehster
Springs, sometimes called
Puzmle Hole because of
Webster's three big
mountains: Miller, Point
and McGuire. You have 1o
go downhill w get into

including a full list of high
school graduste pictures of
all Weshter Springs High
School, before consolids-
ton. You turmn around,
come back to Sears
Roebuck and stop, enter
the Court House lawn, and
help yourself to natural salt
sulphur water, which some
say mastes like roten eggs
You conrtinue south on 20

past the Go-Mart which

- T T

Webster Springsand uphill  serves delicious sandwich-

o get out. es, Charlie Skidmore's i
Youarenow 35 mileson  Servee Station, Foodland |

your 86 miles to Cass. You and Jimmy's Exxon. You

are in Webster County, pass the entrance to

Webster Springs, county  Parcoal, Barton, Pardee &

seat; 559 square miles; Curtin Lumber Company

PO vty mows Fomber and .

039; Mayor Cassandra  coal town. You continue

Given; a small town with  across Point Mounuin

down to earth people. As -

always fresh air, fog and
you enter the cify andcross through June
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Not. Logging, ucking and

awmilling is the chief

It s _tht social

night at 7 p.m. from five
counties in WV: Upshur,
Lewis, Braxton, Gilmer,

and Webster. Itis the social
event of the week, and
everybody has a good time.
They sell, buy and trade.
They have been atitso long
they are no longer
amateurs. They are all
business and competition
to one another. A sale, a
social event, a WV
historical event by the real
mountaineers of WV.
You pass Holly Gray
Park, Braxton County's 4-
H Club grounds and
Braxton County's airport
and home of Sutton Lions
Club and Braxton Count-

y's yearly hi
the upper

airport, yo!
Hill Roac

Methodist
top entrat
with four |
benches, 1
kept ceme
grove, a g
country

journcy

Newville

Tom




6 Miles From Flatwoods To !

from live
L 'pshur,
Chillmer,

pPm
A WA
axton
pr. It is the socal
the werk., and
h,.uap.nnitlnu'
by and mrade
wen ot i so hong
no longer
The all
| JoimyeTion
ot

nt &

afr

A =aie, a
wy
et by the real
pof WY

Molly Gray
P Lawgnty s 4
e Mt e an
Y armort
wrewm L wen

v's vearly homecoming. At
the upper end of the
sirport, you take the Dyer
Hill Road to Braxton
County's  beautiful mar-
oon, shell-pink red brick
health center. Next you
pass the Morrison United
Methodist Church, black
top entmnce, brick patio
with four picnic tables with
benches, a beautiful well-
kept cemetery amid an oak
grove, a great serting for a
country church. You
journey on past the

Newville Road, home of
Tom Gillespie, farmer,
ogRing contractor and a
great step on the WV
Midland Railroad narrow

gauge passenger train, also
B& O Railroad passenger
train, from Clarksburg to
Richwood. Next you pass
the High Knob Methodist

Church and cemetery built
in 1890 and rebuilt in
1950--home church of
Braxton County's honored
citizen Wilkie Dennison of
Cowen, farmer, commun-
ity newspaper reporter,
builder of fiddles.
Although a stone’s throw
from the Mount Hebron
United Methodist Church
on the Corley-Caress
Road, he hitch-hikes or
walks the 1% miles on the
old Braxton Turnpike to
his home church at High
Knob. You pass Ander-
son's Taxidermy. Mr.
Anderson is really a
carpenter. | don't know
how he ever wound up
being a saviour for big game
hunters. You approach
Holly Junction headwaters
of the Sutton Dam, where
both forks of Holly come
together. Six vears ago, a
rallroad hub and busy
depot when the narrow
BRUEE Daascenger train out of
u+rtﬂtff H[‘HH.;\ made
connection with the B&O
PRengrr trains out of
Richwoand to Clarksburg,
It s now underwater and

the se b known =
the US peck thetr boans

wiier smamon. lt

s vy 3 Rpeepmiee

to spend the afterncon if
you are a boat trader. You
pass Thompson's, Holly
Hole campsite. Thompson,
a coal stripper and builder
of Harrison County’s supe:
Bridgeport mall, is a forme:
Webster County native
You pass the New Hop
Church of Diana,
people’s church paid fc
and erected by the citzer
of Diana. When you stop;
Bruffy's Store for gas an
oil, you turn the corner an
you are on State Routes |
and 20, and the Webst
Springs Turnpike, ar
Cool’s Country Store, ar
the Diana Post Offic
opposite Basil Cutlig
hometown park. M
Cutlip takes great pride
his job as park super
tendent. You are now
miles on your way to
56-mile rip to visit
Cass Scenic Railroad, an
miles out of Webs
Springs, sometimes ca
Puzle Hole because
Webster's three
mountains: Miller, P
and McGuire. You hav
g0 downhill w get
Webster Springs and ug
o Rt Ot
You are now 35 mile
your 56 miles to Cass, '
are in Webster Cow

Webster Springs, cou

9%, Mayor Cassand
Utven; & small wwn Wi
down to carth people |




twoods

o spend the afternoon if

Bremadines ¢ trader, You
I ‘-ﬂ'lr: ﬂt m’l'l‘:\::nm‘l. Holly
o {:ﬁr campsite. Thompson,
Hh;-:t‘;‘ln"h‘: » coal seripper and builder

k of Harrison County's super

w:u:" Bridgeport mall, s a former
hurch of Webster County native.
s honored  You pass the Ncw Hope
matson of Church ot Diana, &
commn-  people’s church r‘lllld tor
wrer  and erected by the cidzens
hddles. of Dana. When you stop at
¢y theow Beuffy's Store for gas and
" MHebeos  odl, you turn the corner and
t (hesch  you are on State Routes 15
Caress and 20, and the Webster
Whes o Springs Turnpike, and
mom the  Cool's Country Store, and
ke 10 the Duana Post Office,
e Hgh opposite Basil Cutlip’s
A sy hometown I“ri Mr
¥ Mr  Cuahp takes great pride in
lly 3 e FQ\ n I’.k superin-
| kmow  sadent. You are now 26
md wp miles o8 your way to the
Naeme Shaile i to visit the
prosecd Caw Soonie Ratlroad, and 9
Basarme =y meldes out of Webster
whese  Spesngs. sometimes called
| Puzle Hole because of
Webster's three big
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To Cass—

he Back Fork Ridge, on
:h: left is Pat Skidmore's

Service Station, across the
:r;ﬂ the WV Liquor
Store and Chevrolet
Ciarage. At the stop light is
Murl's Restaurant. Tur_n
right on 15 South is

Hamrick's Restaurant and

Service Station. You come

back to the stop light, take

State Route 20 and you are

on your way to Valley

Head. You pass the old

Webster Springs Hotel, the

bank, turn right at the Sears

Roebuck Store, and you
see an excellent motel with
reasonable prices, the
Mineral Springs Motel. On
the left is City Hall, a
wealth of information
including a full list of high
school graduate pictures of
all Wesbter Springs High
School, before consolida-
gon. You turn around,
come back to Sears
Roebuck and stop, enter
the Court House lawn, and
help yourself to natural salt
sulphur water, which some
say tastes like rotren ,
You continue south on 20
pust the Go-Mart which
serves delicious sandwich-
s, Charlie Skidmore's

Service Statkon,

e TR L

Only

: 1 !.bnth“d Fm h
! ﬂ-ﬂndoiph Cﬂunwl p

don 28, 734 and
miles 1,046.34 he
G’u"f Kumpt Ereat go
of 1935 and Wally
1960. Hﬂ“«‘ man’
historical points is
nationally for the
state F‘G‘rﬂﬁt FE‘S[I.
'l'ﬂﬂ?- the first

'&t{JbCT whcn ja
has turned the |
brown, auburn r

way.

You come u
Head, you turn
#55, one-half 1
pass the Vall
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0
Railri wil and
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¥
Im" e Avisr il
L &1 : | thres ]'I;:
Miller Point
L% B IY f 8 Yiuu have to
' o ; LY gyl Into
vk . by ™ .:,“..,E'.,chl]l

ate DOw 35 miles on
vosar S0 miles to Cass. You
st in Webster County.
Websnter Springs. county

somts O0Y square  miles,

]l.':-l ¥ | J\I.—*:'I\ifl-‘.

e L g2 2 ETaL Town '-'l:'fh
down 10 carth people. As
you ente? the aity and croma

sc hool graduate pictures of
all Wesbter k'.‘l"l'll'-‘p-!'..'- I"Il{h
| Iqulrl, before 11.“;\‘,1“"‘.]
fhism You Tuirn "'r'"”"'-ll,
come back to Sears
enter
the Court House I.w.n..'.nui
help yourself to natural salt
-.H]yhul wWiter, “.hh h 8 O

MYy (astocn IIL‘|' rotten CRYS

Roebwck and stop,

You continue south on 20
st !'Iu' LDy .‘ﬂ;nﬂ '.!.'hu‘l.
NCTVeS n]u'lh LOUS ‘-...II'I.Li’J-.'ll ]'u-
es, Charlie Skidmore's
IVICe Station, Foodland
and Jimmy's Exxon. You
pass the entrance to
Parcoal, Barton, Pardee &
Curtin Lumber Company

TBer an
coal town. You continue
Point Mountain
always fresh air, fog and
cool nights through June,
July, August and Septem-
b-cr Yuu stop at """‘u.
country store and pos
office at Monterville,
Cateway to Pickens, and
Helvetia, where Dt
Cunningham, treated a fos:
cause for leprosy, and The
Fun Place, 2 new ski facihiry
for Webster County

You arte now In

Continued On Page 15
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Only 86 Miles To Cass

Restaurant, and Mingo
named after the Indian
tribe. A number of Indan
statues are scattercd
throughout this area and
they hold a yearly Wool
Festival. You cross the
famous Cheat Mountain,
11 miles w a sign pointing
to Snowshoe. You stop at
the Big Spring Restaurant
and Score, and Ski Barn,
Gateway to Snowshoe and
Silver Creek ski ranges and
the Cass Scenic Railroad.
You take secondary route
9, ' mile passing the Big
(S:ﬂrinl Presbyterian
urch. You will see about
10-12 horses in a field
which belongs to the 152-

room motel located ar the
Cateway to Snowshoe and
Silver Creek ski mnges. A
sign says Whistlepunk Inn,
6 miles, you continueanto
thaoarny Flart Road,
secondary rock base, 173
crossing Cheat Mountain,
7 miles to Buck Mt Road,
secondary 1% miles o
Cass. You have now
completed the 86 miles
from [-79 Flatwoods in
Braxton County, to
Pocahontas County, and
Cass. You are ready tc ride
the' Cass Scenic Railroad,
which schedules, price of
tickets, and other

information appears in this

The Country Store
And Loafers Gawk!

years later, | would be a
member of the West
Virginia Legislature,
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Only 86 Miles To Cass

hu-h-l-i

Ly Kusmap, great governor
1998 and Wally Barron,
. How many great

: points s known
Iy for the vyearly

 Forest Festival held

a when Jack Frost
turned the leaves to
suburn reds, and
know winter is on its
2 come w Valley

Restaurant, and Mingo

named after the Indian
tribe. A number of Indian
statues are scattered
throughout this area and
they hold a yearly Wool
Festival, You cross the
famous Cheat Mountain,
11 miles to a sign pointing
to Snowshoe. You stop at
the Big Spring Restaurant
and Seore, and Ski Barn,
Cateway to Snowshoe and
Silver Creek ski ranges and
the Cass Scenic Railroad.
You mke secondary route
9, '4 mile passing the Big
Cﬁrlng Presbyterian

urch. You will see about
1012 horses in a field
which belongs to l:he 152-

room motel located o the
Cmteway 1o Snow gt
Stlver Creek ski ranges. A
sign says Whistlepunk Inn
6 miles, you continue ont
thorny Flat Road.
secondary rock base, 1/3
crossing Cheat Mountain,
7 miles to Buck Mt Road,
secondary 1% miles to
Cass. You have now
completed the 86 miles
from 1-79 Flatwoods in
Braxton County, to
Pocahontas County, and
Cass. You are ready to ride
the' Cass Scenic Railrcad,
which schedules, price of
tickets, and other

information appears in this
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Porms bemieg [ o o oad 484 locomonive No. 2102, In the summer and fall of 1971 this engine po
o Bomcrwerse to Diurben. Thas photo was taken at the Marlinton water tank.







Decomber 29, 1965
January 1966 has rolled

sround and one should be
wriing about the history of
1965, but somchow |
sander o Camp Caesar
where farmers gather to
butcher. | haven't been
ower this fall, therefore |
have no fresh sausage or
b and the liver we used

s theow away | remember

she last time [ helped
Pagl y Purt % 23 n%l4 9 .ulunl
‘:.-*- Sy CAACTW T

The Country Store
And Loafers Gawk!

years later, 1 would be a
member of the West
Virginia Legislature,
writing for newspapers,
appearing on TV and
radio—much less running
for Congress.

Far be it from me to try
and tum back the clock.
Civilized men make
progress. We never smand
still—we travel by 707
Boeing Jet from New York
o London in eight hours. |

¢ .
1% el s Tl g | TOIM

modern store

woday—you stand n line,
a cart, whizhan




Ly EBrsT Trren Smrorie»s |

P el the farmers
j ."c,; a0 ||".|. i'. iy |;='.{
M- k v q 5t ‘L!‘!:‘ l‘illl.. Iq. i o
P ovma = = Mule and each

wiwnan sho vse] anuft and
trustesd me with
They
tell
anyosse clae how much they
wnond o what kind

B owae pleasant to serve
the farmwer—to take his

yome and bartered
and the farmer got what he
wanted in the exact
smouee. Working in the

“‘h hachool o
m:ltmrj
They alwawn

me
s football and why |
such a silly game
women came by
horseback with a sidesad-
e | always put tf:
Proxerses on the sidesadd
end helped the women get
abvoge d waally rersting the
Rowse's il 1o make sure
ey gt & poaond star, neves
Sreamang that someday

.L'- = f:.'-'l
syl owiders

| wouldn't

T'Fﬁ"; '

I"ﬁll

oY Mmh L L] | wniibang
maie of
groceries, filling vour cart
s you go-—everything is
already L L;w,nf You
sctve as clerk and you stand
in line Aagain w pay.

Ihe young girls are
walking the streets with
blue, pink, and purple hair.
My, how times
changed. | think I'l get a
wig—my bald head gev.
cold during winter,

.1rn'||h-! in A

Women wear starp-
pointed high-heeled shoes
which are certainly not
built for comfort—looks
like some women need to
use¢ a pencil sharpener in
order toget thes toes in the

shoes.
They've moved the
hemline on women's

dressed up a notch and it's
the ln'lt to show the
kneecap. This doesn't
make the women more
attractive—it simply makes
the street corner loafer

gaw k!
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This is the family of H. F. and S. R. Given. You Given, this writer being on my mother’s lap. The
mdy recognize m

y father and mother. The only others are my brothers and sisters.
other identification I make is D. P. “Sheriff’ 4

Anothe
roxl sou
distincri
printed ar
Fress um
gone, wh
and what
this the
historical
company
railroad
Virginia

The st
have wr
approves
they brin
interest,
effort
approva
address

Given,
WV 26
$15 do

you a d
paper b
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Another Railroad
Paper Has
Come And Gone

Ancther alltdme rail- phone number is 847.
moad souvenier of class 5841, -
For years | have adopted
the philosophy of fun,
voring to work at and
trying to show others the y
funny side of life, because R
m there is 50 much sadness, so )
lumber many hecartaches and so
many other duties that take
up your time. | have used
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A v o Eant Cass = onoe A wed and woaly Tog-
3 pswetRamee Jone - el unh the 15885
am MU s O I Dusness OSTTCT s fahan

S S Wil @nd of the bridpe koding fomards the

s’ §0-280ree CuE

Hotel, shomn Tang after-the-lact’ i TBES,
of many establshments ‘hat calred o an
ofien rough and reckisss woodbick cianisle whose
gole pupese in fown was fo biow her in” Originally the
Cantral Holel and last known as ‘Eelle’s Place’ - this
giructurs — laced the bridge ai the PO-dagrea lurmn.

Now in its seventh year, the Towr Walk's popu oty
confinues fo grow. This seasor’s guide, Phil Bogdon,
was biffen by the Coss history bug back in 1945 an
his second visi Yo the C3RR; his rasp of the rua his-
fory” i ingightful and enteriaining. The 1596 four is
bosed on parsonal research, wi‘hout relerance fo
previous fown wolt preseniaions

mummﬂm it
To Usa Facilities and P pela nﬁmw I"
M ihe of Tha Wes! Vinginia Divislen of Notural Rescwrces
s perwica wﬁ u;‘mmmdmmﬁs
B, oge, rigion,
et Lrom of Froper komses, regitToiion end
errmgphoren wish oMol rules ond requlofions ore the only
sounves of restriction bor laciity use of progrom porticipation
T Wi Vi Ditviskon of Motusol Besounons i3 an
BUC] SpOar bUnRY Sk ™

'] I.'.

Cass: A Work-in-progress

Abave: Maly Stresl 1974; walways gone, fences goag
Egiow: Back Flows in 1968 with boarcwa ks sHT inbac!

When the mill closed in "940, the town property —
os well as the plant Fself - fell info the hands of an
pif-shool organizalion, Don Mower Llumber Co.,
which continued to rert compony houses until
1977. It has taken years to reach the curren level of
renovafion and certginly, much work sl
remains. The first five houses to be rented os cob-
Ins were opened in 9E4; sidewnlks and fences
were rebulll during 1986-87.

Al pholos axcep! frard cover by Phillp Bagdon

References

A large 1917 Cirkut photograph, found in the tear of the
Cass Country Store, is the best on-site visual relar-
phce. Further study of Cass, and lurmbar mill lowns in
general, is avaliable via the following publications (hafe
diad in stores adjacent fothe depol)
On Beyond Leatherbark The Cass Slgl
Roy B. Clarkson, McClain Publishing Co.,
Parsons; 2rd printing. 1994
Cass: A Briel History And Guide To A Lumbar
Company Town; George Deike, Cass; 1889
Tumud?! On The Mourtaing: Lumbaning (n West
Virginia, 1770-1520; Roy B. Clarkson, McClain
Fublishing Co_, Parsons: 9th printing, 1892
Sawdus! In Yours Eyes, W.E. Blackhurst (a novell
McClain Publishing Co., Parsons; 5th printing, 1993

Cass Town Walk

The towm in its pirma (1920]: ihe bustfing hub of
massive pulprwood and umbaring operation

i 1981, 96 struciures hore ware ploced on the
Notianal Regisier of Historicol Floces. For 58 yaars,
ending in 1940, Cass was o company lown whose
residents woke ‘o o steam whislie The sound of
saws ond frogronce of freshly-ot sow loge were
almast everpresent aspects ol life o the kwi's
populalian [which during ihe peak years o lum-
bering, 1908-1920, wos olmas 1,8040)

The Coss soga began in Apedl 1899 when .ohn G

Luka, o prindpal of The Wes! Vieginio Pulp & Poper

Co., bought 134 ocres of bottorn land frym ool
farmar Jocob Cum. Two years later, this proparty
wos camveyad lo o slarf-up venlura - Thas Wesl
Virginia Spruce Lumber Co. = for the site ol its mil,
fown ond operating bose. Nine yeors hence,
WVSLbrCo wos obsorbed by Pulp & Poper” in
1942, the Cherlesion-based Mowar Lumbar Lo,
acquired the town as par of a ‘lock, stack and bor-
rel deol lar the mill, rallrand and lond holdings

Originally known as Lealherbork Ford, during the
period just prior 1o the coming of fimbesing there
were three small forms located whara Cass ond
Eost Coss [first cafled Brooklyn) would arise Th
lawn's nama wos given sometime during or before
May 1900 in honar of a Pannsylvonian, Joseph K
Coss. who soid his poper mil i tha Luke argoni-
rotion in 1899, Cass 1848-1938) wenl o0 lo serve
for many yeo's os vice-president of W/FEPCo

Cass Scenic Rallroad State Park
Cass, West Virginia
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Spruce Streat

Nole: Landmark numbers
cormespond to the order of
the Town Walk preseniafion
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CSRR's parking ol wos
formerly - far 58 years -
the kimber yard (docks)
for the Coss mill; three

and more . ..

A. Former Company Store Complex
Cass County Stare (Stale Park Gift Shop),
Tha Last Aun Restaurant, Pocahontas County
Toursm Commission Info Sland, Cass Wildlife
Museumn, Cass Historical Musaum
8. Cass Showcasa
C. Country Cralt Junclion
ED, Lefty's Barber Shop

. Something Special, Ltd,
o F. Bear Essentials Tea & Spice Shoppa
o G, Westvaco Foresiry Housa Exhibil

p ning &0 iding trock from

ks recrhag Hc'mmm Tom fhe the €40 meiniine inla
i 4 roin here in ﬂecm Co. this wast air-drying and
meﬁ“'% hcmmm- londing focility, where
Wlesiern %“'llmm 95) ,,,h"';‘“n Greenbrer River E:T:ﬂfs ;:iﬁ !;:‘Iached

ek €r)
The ‘Big Store’ plus specialty shops, State Park Lodging
‘Museum Row’

Thare are currently 13 houses — 12 in Uptown and ane in the old
company's management section — renlad as park cottages for
overnight and extended stays, (Numbered boxes|

Unrestored Dwellings
Slated for eventual ranavation are 20 company houses; lhase are
scatterad aboul town and were in the worst shape when the State
commeanced renovalion of the town. Rotted porches have baen
removed and roofs stabilzed, (Clear boxes)

Privale Aesidencea, Misc.
Thera are 11 houses occupied by state park employees and a law
old4ime residents. [Dark-shaded boxes) Mdniﬂna.lly. thera is a
house used by Park HoLsekeeping, one that accommadates vol-
unteers of Mountain State Railroading & Logging Association, and

: H. Shay Inn Bed & Breakfas!

ona privalely-owned. (Light-shaded boxes)

AN ek

e RN RSt e

O ARSI

Cass Scenic Railroad . . . Park programs for a different kind of West Virginia state park

gxplore an old lumber mill town bullt between 1901 and 1908
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Town Walk Highlights
1. Pocahonias Suooly Comgany
2 58 Nethkin Co. Maat Markes
(now Post Offica)
3. Original company cffica building site
4. Cass Hatel / Mauntain Inn/ Town Shoo
5. Front Row (no street untll 1825-25)
6. First church [now Community Canter)
7. Mazonic Building
8. Latter-ara company geraga
9. City Council Chamber B Mayor's Office
(tcp floor); overnight lockup (basement)
10. Lower Alley (missing many structuras)
11. The Pen ('milking cow jail’)
12. Company garage sita
13 'Uptown Cass’ — Luka Strast to south
anc of Company Properly (just right of 815
an map); ‘labor larce’ famity residences

12. Site of first schoolhouse [1201-1908)
15. Odd Fallow's Lodge Hall and "5810°
Kanes Grocany Slora /! now storaga
16. Emary Street: Mamad for Emary B
Shalfer, the Big Boss 1800-1833
17. Methodist Episcopal South Chunch (1527)
18, Spruce Street — The ‘Back Rows'
19. Site of second schoclhousa (1908-1515) ©
20. General Manager's residence, 1933-1860
21. Ascent of Big Bug Hill i ]
22. Dr. Uriah Hannah's office, 1813-1843 ¢ 1
23, Doctor's horma, 1902-1943 _ —
24 Pocahonlas Hospital f first E.P. Shaflar
residence / Boarding House
25. Luke Housa / second E.P. Shaflar
residenca f ‘Clubhouse’ (1833-1860)
26. Horse barn stone feundatian
27. 'Aerial walkway' inaxact replica
8. Site of 5.8. Nethkin & Co. ice plant =
29, Company hay and grain barn (1919)  ©
30. Company Store ratal coal bins
31. Retail coal scale shed

| East Cass Jogger's anderainment zone’
{a.k.a. Brookfyn, Hell's Acra)
|, "Big Scheal House’ (ballt 1915-16] 5
Town company section— dwallings
i sﬁw exiract plant, (9141925

Bokhun Hill — once an anclwve of ltalan,
N kl‘rdﬁ!lﬂnl.mﬂﬂ.'ﬂ‘m

|7 privately-gwned houses, one survives
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Sad |

ayigh = ssed for the 1920 mill boller house as well os
Ta the storoge focility lodoy's Coss Showcase),
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Apeww The second Cass shop in 1865 a1 age 42
Bwicw Five days alter the May 23, 1872 lira

Sep The firsi shop, builll in 1901, waos single-trock ond capa-
o beo wm!an;nmbcmmﬂcanlf I wos
A reploced in eorly & signilicantly [orger grauping
= connected struckres. To CSRR-edo rofans, overhead
machinery ond four cecodes of clutter mode

Shop No. 2 oiin 1o a beloved cid friend

The major bactor in replating the 1901 shop was West
Virginio Pulp & Poper Co ‘s ordering of o, 12, @ monster
Oass € Shoy (154 tons s built by Lma Locomate
Worksi Apparently clearcnce prahibited cocass. |1 was
o0 big o It inside

The 1922 bloze which leveled the bond sow ond planin
mils sigréficontly deloyec completion of the new sh:-g
-dhmdrmhmumnph:_hhemﬂwt
had resumed, the first of numeraus tower skidders had
. thus, a1 completed, the noh boy's
mr sporied o pole ol 25-1aok dooes to oecomme-

H
;

§

This 1671 view shows the soulth and af the tuge mil
comiplex with CA&D tracks in laft foreground. The floor-
ing storage buildng's surviving brick fire wall is visible
on the right side of the structure ciosest to the wacks
First ol the camplex to go was tha end of tha planing
mill (&t nghtl, whch collapsed in 1974

Bath photos by Prlip Bogdon
Shown abowa is tha 'shor side’ of the doubla bandsaw
mill as it appesred 24 years ago. The carraga ran
back and larth an its “shotgun fead (left fareground)
with the band saw itsell farmery situaled in middle
Irame. Fire lavaled the bendsaw mill in 1982; lour
?'urs eariier the planing mill and licaring slorage build-
ngs went up in smoke,

Phil Bagdon, CSRR Stata Park's Ssascnal Histcrian
and 32- weteran of the Cass Experience, had big
fun whils exploring &nd r.ﬂ'lnlugraphmg tha mill com-
lex batween 1874 and 1976, Looking back somewhal
horrot, ha is hankdul not have bought the tanm’ by
falling through o scit, rotted Foar,

Staternent of Policy Regarding The Cpporiunit
Te Use Facilition and Partici pats in Progrsma 4
iz the policy cf tha West Virginka Division o Nafurgl
Eesources b provide 5 loclilles, cocommodations,

SRS o wilhoud !
these steom-pawered high-lead logging devices. Eopaipon t‘:"}'ﬁ“"ﬂm"“l nlﬁx“ e ioril i o -4
sheg' was bull of the soma surplus World Proper ke, mgisirafion ond compliance with ol fided
| ‘wﬁhﬂ‘ﬂ metal from For! Meade, mnmh s ar | h= onfy sourres of rasiriclions
1920 mill boller house os well as Iy LUSE OF progeo)
Gtain storoge lodlity lodoy's Coss Shaweose| m“’:wﬂmmdmmw g
e == ——

iy )

ol jsap ‘sso)
¥i0d 8)0}S pDoJj(DY 3ju8Is SSD)

Buguad Ui

ﬁm ©) IRnUoRE A FeAT S04 U JInPMES

25481 Buruud s SuouRd "9 hfq:-.ar-ﬁ,_:“
WIS UoERD B Aok 02610216 W ¥
JM,-L[ ¥j Buuagqiung SumUncl Byl [Ma WL LTS

a6l e "ewa(] BhIODD ueo) -"_.-l'ﬂ..l.-'ﬂj’_n
JEGUT O NS Py Asopyy Sug ¥ SEED

Cass Shop & More

Top Of The Marning Tour
Behind-the-scenes Shop Tour P M

Locomolive repalr ond mainienance require-
menis ol o sleam railroad coll for not only a
well-equipped laclity bul oo on experiencad
shop slalf. The Coss Scenic Railmad is blessad
with both. Throughout the yeor theme s ockity
here: during the “off season,” road crew pes-
sonnel - conduciors, engineers and firemen -
join the reqular shop employees to comprise a
4-man work forca
Wilh former Weslern Marylard No. 6 Ihe last
Shay built ond second larges! oul-shopped by
Lima Locomofive Works), finclly aut afler over
30 months of heavy repair, work has just stor
ed cn a replocement flue sheel for the oldast
Cass Shay, Mo. 5 [built In 1905). Upcoming pro-
jects include a new boller lor Hetsler Mo, 6; ond
‘from ground up” renovation of Climax No. 9

Today's shop was placed into service during
197, four years ofter fire daskroyed (he 1923
complex. The adjocent cor shop was arected
in 1973 lo meel Ihe inlerim repair needs.

Thare's mare lo the Tap OFf The Morning Tour
ond Behind-the-scenes Shop Tour, PAM. than
ﬁl‘ﬂn interprelafion of the shop: the soga of
omotive repair is part of o wolking four
which includes a look ol the mil ruins ond an
array of motive power on the yord's dead fine

Please refer to This Week A/ Cass - ovailabla
in brochure form af the depol fcket office — for
the park’s schedule. All supplemenlaty pro-
grems are offered free of chorge.

_—

Cass Scenic Railroad State Park
Cass, West Virginka

ipmey 40, #-8
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Camp Shanty Display

vl heritage In a modern wrapper

Aerial Loa Skiddina

The Cass Shops

Sty firs? 15 prociced hece: You ore osked to waich your step ard keep labs on all small children!

CoAR Molnling

H

Saendard latha s, whoal kathe. drill :
)

)

1

1

pressed, shopar,
rackal amm drill, bond hacksaw,
verfical miling mochine, ele.

Machining Bay:

threoding machine,

What's

Cass: Whete History Comes Mliye
2 \ R N—
Cass Scenic Railroad . . . Park programs for a different kind of West Virginia state park

i el o ke in
fon ovel Crang
: : the
Thop Trock Ho. | EEENE ;»'_?§2?=~';~.-;§§?£§] ShOp
- Shay MNo. 5
-
| <o = |
Shop Track No, 2
I ~ 10400 overhead trone Uppet End Club l
Active Power Chalffea Branch for only a few years; displayad in Baltimore

Rassarch

2 (o'n 3320, 1928). Pacific Coast Model — 98 tons*®;

sparheated: the only PC buill as a wood-bumer, legic influ-

enced s conversion 1o ofl

Colurtia as Mayo Lbr. Co. No. 4; then Lake Logging Co.,

L2 Mo 5 Wesiem Forest Industies No. 5, and Aallway
(Vancouver

befora oparation in British

Wharfs Ltd.) No.114; cama

in 1570 and made iis debut during Raillan Weekand

WTZ grates converted for coal buming in 1885,

{cin 3189, 1922).
Co., Tioga (Nicholes County), No. 5; involved in a
runaway wreck which scalded mmn la dﬁmig:
Two Mower r Co.;

m bﬂm Ehlrbglrl,, but also the first
enging G-nm iy
‘was complated, 1

will licaly sarve uhmr

T0-lons"; originalty Birch Valley

of tha ic R.A; in 1983 a thoraugh
of track to Bald
elper) engine.

(e/n 3354, 1945). Lima class 150-3, superheat-

last and umn;lhrp-t Shay built; plans of *Cass Mo,

original, 154-t0n° 3-ruck form — were used as
foundationsl desigr; pulled coal on the Western Maryland's

al the B&O Railroad Museum for aver 25 years belore com-
ing here in 1980 (in a long-term trade for Shay No.1 and
Poriar 0-4-0T No.714); in 1881, operated for tha lirst time in
28 yaars; usad sparingly until sarvice on the Cass-Durbin
Run (1884-85); extensiva shopping ramoved it Irom the ros-
ter for two Iull operating seasons; reassemtled, Big & spant
part of August on {ha uppar shop track for firal painting, then
returned 1o the main rapalr facilty for lettering, and thus fired
up for testing, then put back into sarvice; it will run this fall, at
least pericdically, on the Cass-to-Whittaker turnarounds.

Shopped Power

Shey No. 5 (c/n 1503, 1905). 80 tons®; cama to Cass new
{or the Greenbrier & Elk River, Wast Virginia Spruce Lumber
Co.'s rallroad cut of Cass — lhe aldast and lengest operating
Shay here; ils cylinders were cracked in 1958 while serving
the mil's dry kiln plant as a sleam source, thus was inopera-
ble whan the Stats acquired the railread In 1962; afler repair,
it was put into service three years latar; No. 6 [s out of sar-
vica this year for a flue sheel replacement; t will ke back in
sarvice for the May Railfan Weekend.

* Faclory designation. Engine weighed more in operating condition (coal, water, tools, elc.).
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The Dead Line

Totay's dend lins rack cama into edetencs in
1973 with extension of the cosling sidng. The
uppat end ol e orignal yerd ek (now used
for parking excursion iraing)] was Mower
Lumber's dead line — whan Ma. 12 (The largest
Ehay ever ©© oparEls URON conversion with
added tnuck and tender length), and Ne, 13 (-
C&O 160-ton lour-trucker) sat for about 15 yearn
prior o scrapping.

In arder from the lowar and of the siding are:

Helslor Mo, & (z/n 1501, 1629, 90 tons™; one of

tha largast units cut-shopped by Helsler of Erie,

Pa.; chginally served Bosioria Coal and Clay
Products of Mew Bethlshem, Pa., then spent
over 26 years Iin Greanbrier County s Maadow
Abver Lumbar Mo.6; cama hes on its own
power in 1968 and wenl into service during Bald
Knch Inaugural Weakend (May 1963); oul-cl-
sarvice sinca June 1995; needs & new boller.

Shay No. 36. (c/n 2804, 1916). 71 tons®; buill for
en Alabama enterpriss; spanl about two
decadas in Was! Virginia — first with Relsigh
Lumbar Co. (Glan Morgan), then W.M. Ritter
Lumbar Co. and Maban), in 1942, moved
by Rittar to New River, Tennesssa whara [t kater
hauled coal as Brimslona RA No. 35, came
hate nina years ago; becauss of size and age,
likely to remaln on the dead line for some time.

Climm: Mo. & (8/n 1651, 1918). TO tons™; buil by
Climex Locomative Works, Cormy, Pa., for the
Moare-Keppal Co. (Randolph Coun
u“d'dh oy ﬁ”ﬁimm::d . v bl
hare (1 n L
:rr“hunu |n Canada combinas with the shop
jorce's long-nunning interast in teckling this
s e bl e e
rom
thing goss wall, It may be on tha road In 1938,

Shay No. T 3131.1%70“’:““#:!
wgumumw"rMumwmmm
County]; In :m,mmn-mm
G g¢ County job — Maadaw River
Co.; came hera on ils awn power in 1854 and
anterad sarvice the next year; bacause of & ball-
ar problam, hasn'l run sinca 1870,
Baidwin Fod Loco No. §12 Mm%u;iﬂ-
BA
Mhru:'ﬁ"on Ewuﬂk. Va, as the ‘Johnny D.
Burmuss’ until 1971; this 2-8-0 Tonsolidation’ has
mrmhm-wﬂlmmmm
anced Durbin Funs, [t was jdeal canddate as
the water level route’s fubure power.
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P2 v, worous colecions

Sow = By geventh year. the Cass Town Walk's pop-
sty cordiees 1o grow This season’s guide, Philip
Bagdor. waa btten by the Cass history bug back in
19EL on ey pacond vt 1o tha CSAA and has been
Secphereg mylh from realty ever since; his grasp
o Tw vus history’ s both nsightful and erlerain-
5g. The touwr is besed on personal researc?, with-
oul seferencs o prevous 1own walle presantations.

Stmiement of Policr Regar the E Oppariunil
To Use Facilties and P:‘tLp-hT:dﬁuv-m- B
T the pollcy of the West Veginio Division of Hoturg)
Resowrees i provice £1 fockims. Gocommidations, services
and progroens i ol person withoud regoed 10 sex, 1oce,
ol oo weloee, fetear of o einatlity, Frope
benraes rege¥otion orvd « with oficics s
oo regrActions ore T only Sourtes of restic lions for
lociity wse of progiom porlieipation.
The iWeat Virgirie Division of Naturol Resources s an
el opprrtuniy rrgiapnr

L L e

Whittaker Camp No. |

New at Whittaker Station

George Dmike Colecion

Phil Bagdon Collection, WYL Library

4

camp

Despita losing operation on the upper hall of the Coss Hill
to Jonuory's flood, o memorable ride awails you on the
CSRP - lo Whilicker Station, sile of the naw Whiltoker
Comp Mo. 1 display, Roil equipment and slruclures repre-
senling various facets of Wes! Virginia logging con now be
inspected during tha 20-minuta stop. An inferprative tour
is offered of comp cors and shanties, diesel loader, four-
wheel log train coboosa and portoble high-spar steom
skidder. Whitloker Comp Mo, 1 is on on-going project
which hos invalved thousonds of voluntear hours by fhe
members of Mounfain Siote Rai road & Logging Historical
fssociation, a non-profit organizotion bosed in Coss,

Diase' log loader al
wark near Anjaan,
Grasnbiar County,
In 1955 for the
Maadow River
Lumber Ca.

Pholo by Barnmrd Kevn
Courtesy Enkc Murdy,
from the MSFRLHA
1533 Cala nckar

Where History Comes Alive!

This Week At Cass
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o
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Free Supplementary Programs
Cass Scenic Railroad State Park

September 23-29, 1996
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Cass Scenic Railroad . . . Park programs for a different kind of West Virginia state park

Get behind the scenes with steam Explore an old lumber mill town

Top Of The Momning Tour

P00 - Fri. Sl ST

Rl af she depod for this 75-minute, 1 e walking
e Wi shoes thal! pyou don't mnd galting wal
AFmough the highiight elements af this walk are the
oo THhOO ol steom locomolives being prepored
o sprvice. we begin by faking o look of the lumber
il mear part of the bigger picture - once one
34 --1?1-;&- f-—--:rs' productive double bandsow and
siaring mill focifities os ‘second boot® fo the logging
-oeraton's primary charge of furnishing pulpwood
st the yord itself - using the reody frack’s In-sleam
power o5 exompies — we pause lo discuss Ephroim
Shay's breok-through design for logging locomolives.
Mowing onfo the dead line, we look ot o Heisler and
o Chmax, then compare fhese geored designs wilh
rwo Shays and a Baldwin red engine.
Afer pesidng inside the car shop, we enler a warld cf
gearheod defighl. No two days are the saome in owr
main repair fodiity, where attention has lumed fo
nsioling o flue sheel in Shay 5. Aler wafching
some repairs, we inspect the maochining bay.

Behind-the-scenes Shop Tour, PM.
1:50 — Salurday

Mest of the depat for this 55-minute, 1-mile walking
four, which is simliar fo the moming progrom [see
abovel, except we waich the 1:00 Irain pass on its
retum fo Cass, then pork The program concludes
with omple fime for those riding the 3:.00 frain o
boord. The tour is limited 1o 20 park visitors, sc
please sign up of the depol ticket office

Cass Town Walk

11:15 = Saturday
1:18% = Frl Sun + 2:15° - §un
5:10° - Friday

Mas! on the Cass Caunlry
Store steps for a 45-minite,
half-mile swing through the
old company lcwn.
Coss was the headquarters
and facus of one of the largast
lumbering operations in the
slate, Learn aboul this isalat-
ed indusirial town’s history, view its prominent struc-
tures, and hear about what life was fike here B0+
years ago during the boom period,

* These fowrs coincide with the Coss Showcose pro-
gram’s conclusion and ore thus suvbjact fo a 5-10
minuie deloy whenewver a frain refurns lale; kindly
wail for your guide on the Cass Country Siore parch.

Log Trains, Woodhicks & More
6:50 — Saturday (Dinner Train at Whiliaker Slalion)

On reqular runs, there’s o lot fo be soid about the log-
gers' lifestyle and timbering pracfices that can't be
squeezed info e short presentafion ol the new rail-
logging display ot Whitlaker Station. To close out the
Dinner Train season — and celebrate the rousing suc-
cess of Whittaker Camp Mo, 1 [see back panel] — Philip
Bogdon presenis an overview af logging railroods,
then turns the orogram over to Keith Morman for o
leisurely, full-length inlerprefive walk. Before boarding
the train, there will be a question and answer period.

A1 the time ol this ‘company photo’
in 1923, the second freplacement)
lumber mill complax had just been
comoleted ond wos runnning hwo
edeven-hour shifts six doys o week.

Both photos on This poge from
Loging South Cheal The History of
the Incwshos Lands by Georga Deike

- (]

Soulh end of Uptown: Moin Street, 15

Greenbrier Slding Deadline Stroll
2:50 — Saturday

Meel at the waler tower, located up the tracks
from the parking lot, for this 30-minute, 1-mile
walk — a conlinuation of the Behind-the-scenes
Locomotive Shop Towr, PM. program,

Vie walk up the former Chesapeake & Chic Ry
Greenbrier Subdivision lor a ook at an array of
ron-logging rail equipment (including four first-
generafion diesel locomafives and a steam wreck
crang] that has sal on tha old interchange/slation
siding for a decade. Along with some nice river-
bank scenery are reminders of the Greenbrier’s
floodstage fury.

There will be no programs on
days the train does not operale

Cass Interpretive Fragramming

Wast Virginia Sole Parks hava fradilionol ofiered
exceplional progroms by seasonal noturalists The
Cass Scenic Roilroad and the old mill lown - hishedc
subjects thal Ihay are — call for o different spin_ Fhilp
Bagdon Is CSRR State Park’s Seasonal Hisforion A
devatee of Cass histary lor over 30 yeors, Phil has con-
Iributed his exiensive reseorch to severol publicotions
ond archives. In 1976, while Interviewing old-Hmers
gssociated with the bygone rail-logging era, he resided
in Coss and served as a irein commentator
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Tha lbes! cark program offering is the Top Of The

ng Tows After visiting the repair shops, wisilors
Sawe the opportunidty to walkch trains being pre-
pared Since 1963 this time ol day has bean a
worts among raifans. Representative of the
acter Ssrmer Maadow River Lumber Heisler No. B
shears — and smokes — it up back in 1971

cbon
Keow in its seventh year, the Cass Town Walk's pop-
warity continues to grow, This season’s guide, Philip
Bagdon, was bitlan by the Cass history bug back in
1965 on his second vist 1o the C5ARA and has baan
deciphering myth from reality ever since; his grasp
of the ‘true history’ is both insichiful and enlertain:
ing. The tour is based on personal research, with-
out relerence 1o previous lown walk presentations.

Statement of Policy Regarding the Equal Opportunil
Te Use Facililies and Parlici;ulq:In Frnlgnms 4
M 15 the poficy of the West Virginia Division of Natural
Fewosons b provdde s bodities, oceaxmmodations, servicas
on programs bo ol pessons withow! regard ba se, race,
cokr, age, religion, national origin, or disabllly, Propes
ewrmes. regislotion ond compliarce with elliciol rles
e F!'QLE‘I;‘E ate the anly sources of resiric fions for
Y e o om parliclpation
Tre Wrst Virginka mﬂ'ﬂg;r Nuphr.:(.‘l tmm.tms 1% on
el apporiunil y emplope:

Whittaker Camp No. |

New at Whittaker Station

Gaorge Dellm Colechon

Above, Wintar Cheal Mouriain log camp scens, c 1950
Baiaw: Dinner al o Mower Lumbar Compamy camp,

Phil Bagdon Collection. WU Libmry

SEe
;

Despile losing operation on the upper half of the Cass Hill
le Januory's flced (resumption of service 1o Bald Knob is
expected in Cctoberl, there is slill o memoroble ride
awaiting you on the CSER — lo Whitioker Slation, sile el
the naw Whilloker Camp Ne. disploy. Rail equipment and
shuctures represeniing various focets of Wasl Virginia log-
ging con now be inspected during the 20-minule stop. An
inlerpreler leods tours Mondoy through Fridoy of the
comp cors and shonties, diesel looder, 4-wheel coboosa
ond steom-powered Lidgerwood lower skidder. Whillaker
Comp No.1is on on-gaing project which hos involved
thousands of volunleer hours by members of the
Mountzin Stole Roilrood & Logging Historical Associafion,
a non-profit organizotion bosad in Coss.

Ciasel log loader al
work naar Anjean,
Greenbriar County,
in 1855 for tha
Meadaw Hiver
Lumber o,

Fhofo by Bernam Kern
Countesy Enc Mundy,
from [he MSALMA
1993 Calendar

Cass: Where History Comes Alivel

This Week At Cass

Y

Free Supplementary Programs
of Cass Scenic Railroad Stale Park

July 29 — August 4, 1996
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Get behind the scenes with steam

-------- " -_— v

Cass Scenic Railroad . . . Park programs for a different kind of West Virginia state park

Explore an old lumber mill town

[ Got behind the scenes with steam ____________Explore an old lumber mill fown |

Top Of The Morning Tour
2 (00 gy sy Thes, Wed
et af B9 e Kov thes TO-munute, [-imide walkirg
s W shoes hal you don't rrarad cpeniineg wet
fyw YT O
Lo obowd the Coss mber mill, once one of 1ha
:‘-u s =t producive double bandsow and planing
=il nclines as ‘second boat’ lo the logging opera-
fon's pranary chorge of fumnishing spruce pulpwood.
siruing i the yord, we walch Shoys being pre-
scrpd ond discuss their foscinating daesign. Moving
s 1 The deod Bne, we ook al o Heisler and Climax
scormotive, then compare these geared enginas
with hao Shays ond a rod engine.
Afer peoking Inside the cor shop, we enler o world of
georheod delight. No two doys are the same inside
oor main repow focility.
Presanfly. 162-fon monsier Shay, “Big &° lex-Western
Maryland & undergoing final assembly ofler heavy
shopping Besides pousing lo waldch the werkon No,
&, we inspect originol Coss Shoy, No. 5, and the
shop’s machining bay.
Viewing the doy’s ocfive CSRR pawer come lo life and
switch the yard rounds ouf the lour

Behind-the-scenes Shop Tour, PM.

1:45 - Man, Thurs

For those unoble fo ‘eorly-bird-if' (see obove), this
S5-rrinute walk is a repea’ program, except there
ore no sieamin’, smokin® Shays. The louris limiledlo
15 pork visitors, so please sign up al the tickel office.

Cass Town Walk

1:10°= Sun, Fri, Sat
J3:10" - Salurday
5:05" — Sun, Man, Thurs, Fri

Maet on tha Cass Caunlry Slore steps for this enler-
taining S0-minute, half-mile swing thraugh the old
company town — bullt betwaen 1902 and 1908

Cass wos lhe heodquorlers and focus ol one of the
largest lumbering operations in the state. Learn aboul
this isolated indusirial town’s history, view its promi-
nenl structures, and hear about whot life was like here
80+ years ago. Alour brochure is provided lor supple-
mentary informoion oboul Old Coss and the park's
on-going rennavation af the former campany lown.

* These fows coincide willh the Cass Showcase pro-
gram's conclusion and are thus subjecdt o a 5-10
minwte daeloy whenever o iroin refurns lafe; kindly
wall for your guide on the Cass Couniry Stare parch.

Log Trains, Woodhicks & Mare
700 pom. — Friday
Meet on porch of the Cass Counlry Store for this
45-minute presentation concluding with a question-
and-answer lime. Featured guast is Keith Norman,
Whittaker Camp No.1's interpreter. Philip Bagdon

opens the program with an overview of the once-
immense Cass ail-logging operalion.

There's a lot fo be said aboul the loggers lifestyle and
timbering praclices thot can't be squeezed info The

short walk-1hrough presentafion al the n2w Whittaker
Comp Na.l display, so join us for the restof lhe slory.

At the time of this ‘compaony
F-do‘ in 1523, the second Coss
umber mill {decidadly high-
tech fur‘:‘s ero) hod just been
completed ond was opsarali

1 hours doily excep! Sn.rnﬂu-;.ng

This phele ond tog right from
ing South Chea

The Higiory of the Snowshos
Londs by Gonrgs Dede

South end of Uptown: Main Strest, 1508

Senior Citizens and Disabled Persans’
Van Tour

3:45" — Sunday and Salurday

Far those unable to endure a half-mile walk, this 20-
minule matoring varsion of the town four is limited 1o
14 visitors. Reservalions musibe placed olihe depol
ficketoffice by 3:30. Departure is from the loat ofthe
Cass Country Slore steps

* Piense nofe that the CSRR Stale Pork vehicls is nol
equipped with a handicap Iift

- . Wﬁ-wlﬂ ba ﬁn programs on
Tuesday and Wednesday, July 30-31

Cass Interpretive Programming

Wesl Virginio Parks howe troditionally offered
exceplional progroms by seasonal naoturalists.
The Cass Scenic Railroad end the old mill town -
histaric subjecls that They are — call for a different
spin. Fhilip Bogdan is CSRR Slate Park's Seosanal
Historion. & devolee of Cass hislory for over 30
years, Phil hos conlributed his exiensive
research lo several publications ond archives. In
1976, while inferviewing old-fimers ussqm!ed
with the logging and roflrod erg, he resided in
Coss and served as a CSKR froin commenialor,
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Camp Shanty Display

No. 15 reproductions of skilled
a glimpse into & bygona

Whittaser Camp

workes shantes provide r

ara Hasre, a group of eight ariginal and long-gana

structures =it trackside adjacent to a camp train (lap
left in 1945 on tha head of Shavers Fork.

West Virginia and Regional History Collection

Wiast Virginfa Linvarsity Library

Structures utilized during both eras of Cass-
related logging camps (slaticnary and move-
able), woods camp shanties served a variely
of uses. Originally, 2-story structures housed
the wocd crews, while small shanties — like
those above — housed skilled workers.

Introduction of camp trains ended the use of
bunk houses, but the use of small shanlies to
house skilled workers — such as the filer (who

the saws and axes sharp) — continued
until the mill's closure in June 1960.

References

Further investigalion of Cass rai-logging and Wast
Virginia lumbering in general is available via the fol-
publications on sale al outlets adjacent to the
c depat:
On Esyond Leatherbark: The Cass Saga
by Ray B. Clarkson; McClain Publishing Co.,
Parsons; 2nd printing, 1394
Logging South Cheat: The History of the Snowshoe
Lands by George Deike, Cass; 2nd printing, 1933
West Viginia Logging Railroads by Bill Warden;
TLC ishing Co., Lynchburg, Va., 1993

Tumult On The Mountains: Lumbsring in West
Virginia, 1770-1820 by Roy B. Clarksen; McClain
Publishing Co., Parscns; 8th printing, 1992

The Log Train. Mounlain State Railroad & Loggi

Histerical Asscciation’s quarterly jeurnal ha:g ELIILQ

mhhd a vast array of material for over 12 years.
issues are handled by Country Crall Junction.

Aerial Log Skidding

L "m'_‘iw L o
i ,“ n..1 Pl - .' =

| il W

With tower standing 36 feet above its base, Meadow
River No.1 was the fargzst ‘poriable high steel spar skid-
der' to oparate in tha East. Here, it is warking a sal norh-
aast of Anjean in June 1856, To the rear is a "lowsida’
coal tendar and tha diesel log locader (now alzo &l
Whittaker Camp Mo, 1) —which is spotted far resupply.
Pholo by Wally Johnson, MSRELHA 1933 Calendar

Introducad on the Cass logging job by Wasl Virginia

Pulp and Paper Co., ‘portable high steel spar’ (tower)

ckidders inilially reached timber that was ina ccassible
io horse leams due to terrain and/or distanca. Five
epcond-hand steam skidders were acquired batween
1022 and 1928, Skiddng became lhe primary means
of moving logs lo rall loading sites after Mower
Lumber acquired the operation in 1942. The final ‘skid-
dar sel’ was localed at Old Spruce, after depleting fim-
bar alop Bald Knob in Juna 1960,

Tower skidders were usad by seweral of fhe larger
Wesl Virginia rail-logging enterprises Although all
remaining 'Cass skidcers' werae scrapped in late 1960
and early 1981, the Slate Park is blassed with a truly
beefy example — built by Meadow Rivar Lumber fram
‘stock parts’ in 1944 and donated by that company's
successor, Georgia-Pacific Corporation, in 1972

= Rigging fo bring In logs
e Y
= . "'.‘f --h‘l"“"-\-\.___ v
2y | oo
I . |I
’ Muttpie ched
cider ol tog g\ 1 ok choes

In a Cass-related skidder diagram, a ‘rip of logs' is en
route to the raifroad landing from the tail tree. Meadow
River No.1, the display's skidder, was capable of bringing
in Iugsatamirimmufﬁﬂfeatuﬂﬂmgmmdhumupw

3,000 fest away.

From Lagging South Cheat The History

of the Snowshoe Lands by George Delke

Cass: Where History Comes Alive!

Whittaker Camp No.

<t £, S il 3

Afier sarving for 32 years in the woods of Gresnbriar
Counly, this Meadow Fivar Lumber Co. diesal log
loadar — shown hare with the jcb's Shay Mo.5 near
Anjean, c. 1855 — is now ang of Bix pieces of rall-iag-
ging equipment at CSRAR's Whittaker Camp Mo 1.
Photo by Barmerd J, Kern, MSALHA 1893 Calanchar

Whittaker Camp Mo.1, new for 1996, compli-
rmenls your memorable steam-powered ride
over a lormer logging rallroad with a glimpse
info the heart of Ihe matter - the high-volume
timbering which spawned the immense rail
operation (at its peck more than 130 miles of
mainline and woods spur trackl.
This display offers not only a look at rail-log-
ging equipment, but also reloles the roufine
workaday lives of those stalwart men wiho
labaored in the woods and thus made West
Virginia's fumuituous jumbering era possible.
An interpretive commentary Is offered five
days o week; af ofher times, CSRR passen-
gers are invited 10 explcre Camp No. 1 inde-

pendently via interprelive signs which offer an
averview of life in the woods and fechniques

for bringing in saw logs.

Cass Scenic Railroad State Park
Cass, West Virginia

| il



rhe lotter-era camp ftrains
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seigent Corciicen s snppdfed by the scene, © 19580
Paysis By Bnacow Crotard Geompe Deda Collecbon
i il ober more thon 40 yeors of occupying fwo-
sory bunithouse quorters. rugged woodhick s’ work-
g on e Coss job found themselves odopling to a
mew by of occommodasions. Soon after Mawer
Lurmtwe Compony boughi out the Cass operdtion,
fand Weber - the new peneral manager - instituted
comp Toins fo cut expenses Weber come from
Meodow Bwer Lumber Compony, based in Roinelle,
Grwanbrier County, where this housing proctice hod
been rsfinsed n the eardy 1930s.

The Coss shop commencad work onthe camp selsin
e %44 o ioiol of 17 cors were consfrudted fram
logging fictcors. Mower comp froins consisled of 3-
fo-4 bunk cors, o lobby cor, dining car and kitchen car.
Between 1945 ond 1955, there were two camps in
operofion; then, for the lost two years of rail-logging,
fhere remoined one moveoable grouping.

The last orignal comp cor, No. 419, now a combined

lobby/bunk rendering, is joined by o facsimile created
In 980 displayed os a combined kitchen/dining car.

e g =2
e
Maower camp, ¢ 1948,
FHil Bogdon Callection

Celebrating the 59-year lumbering heritage of the Cass Scenic Railroad, 1901 -1960

In brief: The Whittaker Camp No. 1 Display

&
—

Parked scenic 7
railroad train

- + 10. Future Cool Tender Logging Hislorical Assoc, |
o please wiile P.O. Box 89, |
L ot i Coss, WV 24927
Pl e e g

L. Roprasertalive Shanty
2. Filer's Shanty
3. Survepor/Cruiser’s Shanly
4. Kitchen/ Dining Car
5 Lobbw/Bunk Car > 1

6. Diesellog looder ond |
Skeleton Steel Log Car |

7. Standord Steel Log Flotcar
8. Four-wheel Lagging

9. lidgerwood Skidder

Whithoker Comg Mo 1 ks on
On-goang projec which -
besides gronts ond genetous
privote financiol supoon -
! hosinvolved thousonds of
i wolumieer hours by members
of the Cass-based Mounigin
Stole Roilrood & Logging
Historico| Associotion

Imterpretive services are

provided in offiliotion with

i thaWest Virginio University

i i Department u!PH._-.!-:r-.-'s Public
Hislol j t

Coboose e

i Far information obout

i Mountoin Stole Roillrood B

Kiichen/Dining Cor {4). Buill Irom one of lhe remaining
Cass logging flotcars, this is an adaplalion of the kilchen
and dining cars of Mower Lumber Co. comp trains

Camp Car No. 419 {5). & former West Virginia Pulp &
Paper Co. logging llat labricated into o bunk car by
Mawer Lumber Co.'s Coss shop in early 1945, Mo. 419 was
par of the lost comp irain in 1960, Its side door was
odded in 1969 while serving os CSRR's 'sond house !’

Diesel Log looder |6a). Built in 1939 by Meodow River
lumber Co.’s shop in Rainelle, this large, powerful “long
e’ device was aclive unlil 1970; il came 1o Cassin 1972,

Skelefon Steel log Cor |6b). One of 24 such cors donated
Io CSRR in 1972, Meadow River Lumber "B-12° now carries
lhe log loader. Maony of the current excursion cars were
built from these MRLbrCo steel skeleton log cars.

Standord Steel L? ing Flolcar (7). This 40-foot fiat, used
by Bk River Coal & Lumber and its successars, wos one of
several cars donated by Georgia-Pacific Corp. in 1967, For
obout wo decades it served as o Bald ol-weather
car before being relired due lo a bod axle.

Raoll Eguipment Roster

Four-whea! Coboose |B). This ‘bobbe rode the raar of
log Irains oul of Swandale |Cloy Counltyl, where its last
awner, Georgia-Pocific Corp., was preceded by WM
Rilter Lumber ond Elk River Coal & Lumber companies
Built in the 18805 and believed to be of Coal & Coke or
Ealtimore & Ohio oncestry, it was donated in 1964

Lidgerwood Skidder (9] Home-buill by Ihe Roinelle shop
Iram Lidgerwacd pors in 1944, Meadow River Lumber Co.
MNo. 1's service ended when il foiled boiler inspection in
1964; it cam: lo Cass six years later. Double-heading
Shays broughl the Lidgerwood fo Whitloker in 1993; con-
siderable work remains, including raising the tower.

Skidder Tender {10). A represeniative coal-supply cor for
Ihe skidder is slaled lo be installed here in the near future.

Wood Logging Flofcar. There were over 200 of thesa 40-
lool fiots used al Cass by Wes! ‘ﬂrgm Pulp & Fuger dur-
ing the lumbering ay. Port of the original CSRR excur-
sion train and the only exiant ‘native’log car, il is current-
ly spotied on the old company slore siding lead in Cass
owaiting restoration by A volunleers,




The late, great old shop

Photo by Vircend J Bagrion

&5cve The second Cass shop in 1956 at age 43
o Davs alter the fire of May 23, 1872
> -

e

The first shop = buill in 1901 - was single-frock ond
capable of servidng two locomofives simullaneously.
It was reploced in early 1923 by a significonily-lorger
==l of connecled siruclures. To CSRR-era raillans,
Shop No. 2 was akin fo a lime machine in terms of its
owverhieond belt-driven machinery.

A major focior in replacing the 1901 shap was West
Virginia Pulp & Poper's Co.'s ordering of a monsier
Ciass C Shay (154 fons os buill by Uma Locomotive
Wiorks - rostered as No. 12); apparenty cleorance
restriclions prohibited occess. It wos oo big to fit.

Il k5 cerlain thot the 1922 bloze, which leveled the
bond sow and ploning mills, significantly delayed
compiefion of the new shop ond foundry/pattern
nouse complex. By the time work resumed, the first of
numerous fower skidders had been acquired; thus,
as completed, the nordh boy's upper end sported a
pair of huge doors fo accommodaote thesa foll steam-
powered logging devices.

The “50-yeor shop” wos built of the same surplus

World War | cormugated sheel metal from Fort Meade
Md. used for the 1921 mill boiler house and o new

hoy/grain storage facility lteday’s Cass Showcasa),

Ruins of the big Cass Mill

Brick fire wall remains

This 18971 view =haws Ihe south end of the huge mill
comphex with C&O tracks in laft foreground. The ‘oor-
ing starage building’s sunviving brick lire wall is vsible
on the right side of the slructure closest to the tracks.
First ol the complex to go was the end of the planing
mill (at right), which collapsed in 1974,

Eoth photas on this page: Philip Bagdon
Shown above is the ‘long side’ of the double bandsaw
mill as it appeared 24 years ago. The carriage ran
back and forth on its ‘shotgun feed’ (left fareground),
with the band saw itsell formery situated in middle
frame. Fire leveled the bandsaw mill in 1982; four
years earlier the planing mill and floaring storage build-
ings went up in smoke,

Phil Bagdon, CSAR State Park's Seasonal Historian

and 32-year veteran ol the Cass Experience, had big
fun while exploring and photographing the mill com-

plex between 1974 and 1976, Looking back somewhat

in horror, he is thankiul nat have ‘bought the farm' by
falling through a sofl, rotled floar.

Statement of Policy Regarding The Equal Opportunity
To Use Facilities and Participate In Programs
s 1he palicy of Ihe West Virginia Division of Notural
Resources to provide its lacilities, occommodations,
services ond progroms b all persons without regeord 1o
sex, race, color, age, relicion, notional origin, or cisability
Praper licenses, registrofion ond complionce with officicl
rules and reguiations are the only sources of restricions
lor facility use or program participalion.
The West Virginia Division of Naturcl Resources
is an equal opportunity employer.”

Cass Shop & More

Top Of The Marning Tour
Behind-the-scenes Shap Taur B.M.

Locomative repalr and maointenance requirsmeants
for o steamn rofiread coll for not only o well
equipped foclily bul olso on experienced shop
slaff The Cass Scenic Railroad is blessed with boin

Throughout the year there is aclivity here: during
the off season, road crew personnel — conducions,
engineers and firemen - join the reguior shap
employees lo comprise a 14-man work force

Presently, lormer Weslern Marylond Mo. 6 ICSRR's
Big Siw), the last Shay buill and second larges! oul

shopped by Uma Locamotive Waorks of lima, Ohio,
is undergoing final recssemkly

Upcoming prajects include: o replocement flue
sheet for onginal Coss Shay Mo, 5 [ouilt in 1905 ond
currently on Shop Trock No. 21, oil-fo-toal grole
convarsion of ex-Feather Rver Shay Mo, 3 [pur-
chase ogreemeant was recently announcad, ship
ment from California pending); o new baller for
Heislar Mo, 6, and lop-lo-bctlom renovation of ex-
Moaore Keppel Lumber Ca. Climax M. 6.

Today's shop was placed Inlo service during 1976,
four years after fire destroyed Ihe 1923 complex
The adjocent car shop was erected in 1573 lo meel
the interim repair needs.

There’s more to the Top of the Marning Tour onc
Behind-the-scenes Shop Tour, PA. than an inler-
pretation of the shop: the sego of locomolive repair
is part of o walking lour which includes o look of
the mill ruins and on array of molive power and
rolling stock on the yard's dead line.

Plecse refer fo This Weex Al Cass |ovailable in
brochure form of the depot ficket officel for the five-
doy-a-week schedule. Al supplementary pro-
grams are offered free of tharge.

Cass Scenic Railroad State Park
Cass, Wes Virginia




Cass Scenic Railroad . .

colety Firs? is procticed here: You are asked 1o walch your step and keep tabs on all small children!

SRR Manling

Ll._lj

S0-ton overhiod crone

Lathas, wheel lathe, drill presses,
shopes, rediol orm drill, hacksow,

Machining Boy:

miling machine, efc.

s Shay ‘Big &' |
I ¥
Shop Trock Mo, | | _[l_ —_—_——— ShOp

i |

' "'f.""" Shay No. 5

| L_j-_lf I STiop Tradk o2
I - W |0-t0n overheod crane |
ﬁctiva Power

Shay No. 2 (c'n 3320, 1928). Lima Pacilic Coasl modal - 96
fons”™; superheated: the only PC built as a wood-bumer; logic
influenced its conversion lo oil belore operatian in Brilish
Columbia as Mayo Lbr. Co. No. 4; than Lake Logging Co.,
Lid Mo, 5 Wastern Fores! Indusiries No. 5, and Railway
Applances Research (Vancouver Wharfs Lid.) No.114; came
1o Cass in 1970 and made its operational debut al Railfan
Weskend 1372, grales convertad for coal in 1985,

Shay No. 4 (c/n 3189, 1822). 70-tons®; ariginally Birch Vallay
Lbr. Co., Tioga (Nicholas County), No. 5; involved in & mn-
away which killed lour; came to Cass in 1943 as Mawar Lbr
Co. No. 4 and was not orly the last logging Shay but also the
lirst road engine of the Cass Scenic R.R.: in 1983 & thorough
shopping was completed; with the track to Bald Knob
expacled to reopened in October, No. 4 will serve as the
pusher (helper) enging.

Shopped Power

Shay No. 6 (c/n 3354, 1845), Lima class 150-3, superheat-
ed. the last and second larges! Shay buil'; plans ol ‘Cass No.
12 - in ils original, 1544on* 3-truck lo'm — were used as
foundational design; pulled coal on the ‘Western Maryland's
Chatlse Branch ior only a few years: displayed in Baltimare
 the BSO Rallroad Museum for over 25 years before com-
ing here in 198C (in a long-term trada lor Shay No.1 and
Porter 0-4-0T No. 714); in 1981, operaled for the lirs! tima in
28 years; used sparingly until service on the Cass-Durbin
Aun (1884-85); extensive shopping has removed 1 from the

roster lor two full operating seascns; due back on the road,
working the Cass-Whitteker turnaraunds, in September,
Shay No. 5 [c/n 1503, 1905). 80 tons®; came to Cass new
for the Greenbrier & Elk River R.R., W.Va Spruce Lbr. Cos
railroad out of Cass — the cldest and longest operaling Shay
here: its cylinders were cracked in 1958 while serving the
Cass mill's dry kiln plant as a steam sourca, thus was inop-
atable when the Slale acquired tha railroad in 1862; alter
repair, it was placed in service during 1965; five sheets are
due for replacement during the upcoming off-season.

* Factory designation, Engine weighed more in operating condition {coal, water, tools, eic.).

~ Park programs for a ditferent kind of West Virginia state park

A grand heritage in @ modern wrapper: The Cass Shops

The Dead Linae
Todow's doed line 1rmck T T —
in 1973 when the coaling siding was exend

mil ‘!Iu'- uppar end ol the rack now used lor
parking axcursion Iraing was Mower Lusmber
Ca.'s dead line, wharm prior o scrapping, Na
12, the largest Shay ever 1o opamls (in 1932
convarad 10 a fourdruck - "Class D' — modsl
waighing 187 1ons), and No. 13 (an ex-CA0
150-12n tourdruckar) sal for aboat 15 years

In order from the lower and of the siding sre:
Helsler No, & (c/n 1591, 1929}, 20 toms®; ona of
tha Iargast unils out-shopped iy Yelsler of Erie,

Pa.; onfginally served Hog Hollow Tie Co. ol
New Bethlahem, Pa., thon spen! owar 25 years
in Greenbrder County working as Meadow River
Liw. Co. MNo.6; came o Cass undat its own
powa’ in 1966 and debuted on the CERAA in May
1968, a boller that lailed inspection placaes it out-
ol-sarvice untll 1998

Shay Mo. 36. [o/n 2804, 1918 70 lons®; first
opersted by an Alabama logger, then speni
many years in Wast Virginia - first with Raleigh
Lbr. Co. (Glen Morgan), then W.M. Ritter Lbe.
Co. (Oxley and Maban); n 1942, moved by
Aittar lo Tennessea whara it laler hauled coal as
Brimslone AR, Ko, 36; cama In poor condition
o Cass nina years ago; bacouse of 115 size and
aga, likaly to remain on the dead line for years.

Cllmax Mo, 9 (s/n 1651, 1919), 70 wona*, built by
Climax Locomalive Works el Corry, Pa. for
Randalph County's Moore Keppel Lumbar Ca

os I No, & and last used to mova coal on the
Middle Fork Railroad; cama to Cass (1870) in
tagged shapa and subsequanily caughl in the
shoa lire; a bollar lound in Canada combinas
with the shop forae's long-unning Interest in
taekling this project combine lo makes its fulura
brightar than might ba expecied, if all goes well,
[t I8 axpected 1o ba on the road by 1898,

Shay No. 7 (c/n 3131, 1820), 70 tons"; lirst used
by Raine Lbr. Co, ot Cloveriick (Pocahontas
County), than during an extended period opar-
ated by Mendow River Lbr, Co.; came to Cass
on ils own power in 1964 asd entered service
the next year; hasn't run since 1872,

Baldwin 2-8-0 Rod Loco No. 612 (c/n 69858, i

1843), Built for the U.S. Amny T

F v lﬂl‘il undil
mnd wm gi Forl Eustis, V& 3
Gﬂ'ﬂ ' B

1671, when il came lo Cass; this

mmnmm{ﬂlmmmﬁ§

ended Cass-Durbin Auns, was
as the waler level route’s flulure power).




Camp Shanty Display
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Wik Caege Mo 1 mprodctons of shilled
wavkers Pt prowate a glempds 010 B DyQONe
i e B g o 'l'l;‘“ orgnal and long-gone
ahea et al Eackaade ajacen! T A CaT Han op
W e e = A0 - poasbdy on Shoe Hun

Wt Vg st Fasgioral Feetory Codecton
Wt Viegrsa Univermty Library

Sruchses uSiced during both eras of Cass-
raded logong camps (stationary and move-
atie). woods camp shanties served a variely
of uses Originally, 2-story structures housed
the wood crews, whie small shanties - ltke
hoe abowe - housed skilled workers.

introdiection of camp trains ended the use of
burk houses, but the use of small shanties to
house skilled workers — such as the liler (who
kegt the saws and axes sharp) — conlinued
unsll the mill s closure in June 1960.

References

Farthes imvestiation of Cass rail-logging and Wesl

Vegma lumbenng in general is available via the fol-

am on sale at outlets adjacent to tha
degot

On Laatherbark The Cass Saga
&y Roy 8. Carkson; McClain Publishing Co.,
Pamons; 2nd printing, 1994
Logging South Cheat: The Histary of tha Snawshoe
Lands by Georgs Deike, Cass; 2nd prinling, 1983

West Vieginia Logging Aailroads by BAl Warden;
Mmq Co., Lynchburg, Va., 1983
Tumedt On The Mountains: Lumbering in West

nia. 1770-1020 by Roy B. Clarksorr McClain
Co., Parsons, Bth printing, 1992
The Log Train. Mountain State Railroad & Logging
Hestoncal Association’s guarletly journal has pub-

fshed & vast aeray of material for over 12 years.
Back issues are handled by Country Crafl Jur!::gl:un.

With lowar standing 96 feet abova its base, Maadow
FAivar No, 1 was the lnrgest ‘portabla high steel spar ckid-
dar’ to oparata in the East. Here, it |s working a sat narth-
east of Anjean in Junae 1956, To the rear is a ‘lowside’
caal tendar and the company’s diesal log loadar = which
is spotted for fuel resupply,

Pholo by Wally Jotnson, MSRALHA 1993 Calandar

Irtroduced on the Cass logging job by West Virginia
Pulp and Paper Co., 'porable high steal spar’ (lower)
skidders initially reached {imber that was inaccessible
o harse teams (due fo lerrain and/for distance). Five
second-hand sleam skidders were acguired by
WVP&PCo between 1922 and 1928, Skidding bacame
the primary means of moving logs 1o rail loading sites
after Mower Lumber acquired the operation in "84Z2.
The final ‘sel’ was localed al Old Spruce, after deplet-
ing limber atop Bald Knod in Juna 1960,

Tewer skidders were usad by several of lhe larger
Wesl Virginia rail-logging enterprises. Although all
remaining 'Cass skidders were scrapped in late 1980
and early 1961, the State Park is blessad with a truly
beely example — built by Meadow River Lumber from
‘'stock parts’ in 1944 and donated by that company's
successor, Georgia-Pacific Corporation, in 1872,

Rigging to bring in logs

Muiliple bogs attached
1o choker choins

]
skidder af Iog konding -\ "%

In a Cass-related skiddar diagram, a 'trip of logs' is en
route to the rallroad landing from the tail tree. Maadow
RAiver No.1, the display's skidder, was capable cf bringing
in logs at a minimum ol 50 feel off the ground from up to
300 fael away.

From Logging South Cheat: The Histery
of the Snowshoe Lands by George Dalka
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Cass: Where History Comes Alive!

Whittaker Camp No. 1

e e e LS T 3
After serving for 32 years in the woods of Graanbriar
County, this Meadow River Lumber Co. diesel log
loader — shown here with the job's Shay Mo.5 near
Anjean, c. 1955 —is now one of sic piecas of rail-log-
ging aguipment at CSRR's Whittaker Camp Mo
Fheto by Barnard J. Kern, MERLHA 1953 Calendar

Whittaker Camp Me.1, new for 1996, compli-

ments your memorable steam-powered ride
over alormer logging railrocd with a glimpse
info tha hearl of the matier - the high-volume
fimbering which spawned the once-immense
rail oparation (at its peak more than 130 miles
of mainline and woods spur frackl.

This display offers nol only a look at rail-log-
ging equipment, but also relates the roufine
workcday lives of those stolwarl men who
lobored in the woeds and thus made Wesl
Virginia's tumuliuous lumbering era possible.

An inlerpretive commentary is offered five
doys a week; al other limes, CSRR passen-
gers are inviled o explore Comp No. 1 inde-
pendently via interprefive signs which offer an
overview of life in 1he woods and techniques

for bringing in saw logs.

Cass Scenic Railroad State Park
Cass, West Virginla




The latter-era camp trains

- &
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) faeh comabces a9 exmmpiied by this scene, ¢ 1950

Phoi Sy Beace Crclard Geoige Deike Collachon
il

n 1945 ofer more than 40 years of occupying two-

pory burkhouse quarters, rugged ‘woodhick s* work-

o on the Coss job found themselves odapling fo o
sew fem of occommodations. Soon after Mower
wenbwe Compony boughl oul the Cass operalion,
fract Weber - the new general manager - insfifuted
cormp Foins fo cuf expenses. Weber come from
Meodow Bver lumber Company, bosed in Rainelle,
Ceenbrier County, where this housing proctice had
been insfitted in the early 1930s.

The Cass shop commenced work on [he comp sets in

lo'e 1544 o iotal of 17 cars were conshudted from for-

mer looging fioicars. Mower comp frains consisled of

= 304 bunk cors, 0 lobby cor, dining car and kitchen

e Between 1945 and 1958, there were Iwo comps

n operglion; then, for the last two years of rall-log-
ging. there remained one maveoble grouping.

The kst original comp car, No. 419, now a combined
by bunic ing, ioins o facsimile crealed in

1580 ond dispioyed os a combined kitchen/dining car.

oy |

Evening mealtime ot o Mower comp, ¢ 1948,

Celebrating the 59-year lumbering heritage of the Cass Scenic Railroad, 1901-1960

[ In brief: The Whittaker Camp No. 1 Display

Whittoker Camp Mo, | ks an

3 on-goi
on-going polec! which
2 ::: -{- . Represenfalive Shanty ¢ besides I;:‘_sn'ls and generoys
i : privat e finondal supporn -
| —- [ 2 Fiter's Shonty Wil fe sl
]{ 3. surveyor/Cruiser’s Shanty = 3 \--::Flt.rﬂeer howes by mermbers
i ] 7 £ ofthe Coss-bosed Maountoin
‘f_ 4. Kitchen/Dining Cor Stole Railrocd & Logging

Parked scenic
railroad train

T R

5, Lobby/Bunk Cor

&, Diesel Log Looder ond
Skeleton Steel Log Car

7. Slandord Steel Log Folcar
8. Faur-wieel Logging
Caboose

9. Lidgerwood Skidder
10, Fufure Cool Tender

Histarical Association

Interprative sarvices ame
provided in affiliolion with
i 1he West Virginio Uiniversity
i i Depariment of History's Public
i Hislory Progrom

3

i For information about

i 1 Mountain Siate Rallrood &
i1 logging Hstorical Assoc,
i i pleosewrte PO Box 89,
P Cass, WV 24927,
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Phil 3agdon Collectian

drand heritage

RailEquipment Roster

f:i'rchen-fi.').f.'rr'nﬁ Cor (4], Buill from one of the remaining
Coss logging flotcars, this is an odaptation of the kitchen
and dining cars of Mower Lumber Co. camp frains.

Camp Car No. 419 (5). A former West Virginia Pulp &
Foper Co. logging flal labricated info a bunk cor by
Mower Lumber Co.'s Cass shop ineorly 1945, Mo. 419 was
part of the last camp froin in 1960, Its side door wos
odded in 1969 while serving os CSRR's ‘sand house.’

Diese! log Loader (6a). Built in 1939 by Meadow River
Lumber Co.'s shop in Rainelle, this large, powearkul ‘long
free’ device was oclive unfil 1970; it come to Cassin 1572.

Skeleton Steel Llog Cor |6b). One of 24 such cors donaled
o CSRR in 1972, Meadow River Lumber ‘B-12° now caries
the log looder. Many of the curmenl excursion cars were
built from these MRLbrCa steel skeleton log cars.

Stondard Steel Logging Flatcar (7). This 40-fcot flat, used
by Elk River Coal & Lumber and ils successars, was one of
saveral cors donated by Georgio-Padfic Corp. in 1967, For
aboul two decodes it served as o Bald Knob all-weather
cor belore being relired due to o bad oxle.

Four-wheel Caboose (B). This ‘bobber' rode the rear of
lag trains cut of Swandole (Clay Counly], where its los!
owner, Georgo-Pacific Corp, was preceded by WM
Ritter Lumber ond Elk River Coal & Lumber companies
Buill in the 1830s ond beligved to be of Cocl & Coke or
Baltimare & Ohio ancestry, it was denoted in 1964,

lidgerwood Siidder (9], Home-buill by the Rainelle shop
from Lidgerwaod ports in 1944, Meadow River lumber Co.
Mo, 1's service ended when it lailed Eoiler inspection in
1%66; it came o Coss six yeors loter. Double-heading
Shays broughl the Lidgerwood to Whitiaker in 1993; can-
siderable work remains, including raising the tower

Skidder Tender [10]. A represanlative coal-supply car for
the skidder is slated 1o be instolled here in the near fulure

Wood logging Flatcar. There were over 200 of these 40-
foot flals useg al Coss by Wesl ".I'Trilnir:: Pulp & Poper dur-
ing Ihe lumbering herdcs!_r. Part of the original CSRR excur-
sion train and the only extant ‘notive’ leg car, ilis ourrentl-
ly spolted on the old company store siding lead in Coss
awaiting rastoration by MSRELHA volunleers.
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In @ modern wrapper: The Cass Shops

- Praciced here: You are asked lo waich your step and keep tabs on all small children! j in
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Prifip Bogdon: Coded fon

Now i its seventh year, the Cass Town Walk's pop
g eason's guide, Philip
Bagdon, was bitten by the Cass hislory bug back in
1865 on his secondvis# o the CSHR and has been
decchenng myth from reality ever since, his grasp
of the ‘true history’ i2 both insightiul and entertain-
ng. The lowr is besed on personal research, with-
out relsremce to previous 1own walk presenlations,
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Stmtemen! of Policy Regarding the Equal Opportunily
To Use Facllities and Participate In Programs
Wiz the policy of 1he Vet Yinginia Division of Noiural

Fetmeret b0 provide s boalities. occommadolions, enices

onC peogroms o ol pertons without regord bo sax roce,
cokor, oge. meligion. ational origin, or disobility. Proper
kconaes, regrivotion ond complionce with olficial rudes
o Teguiations are the only sources. of restrictions bor
Tociity use o program porticipation
The Wies! Vingissa Desasion of Naturs! Resouroes (s on
equal opporiunity ermploper”

Whittaker Camp No. |

New at Whittaker Station

porgpe Dpiloe Cal

-
(&

Abava: Winter Cheal Mountain log camp scene, c. 1330
Balavw Dinnar at a Mower Lumbar Company camp

Phil Bagann Caolleclion, WL Libirary

Despite losing operaticn on the upper hall ol the Coss Hill
lo Januory's flood [resumption of service fo Bald Knob is
expeded in Odcber), there is slill @ memorable ride
owailing you on the CSRR — to Whiltoker Station, site of
the new Whittoker Camp Mo, 1 display. Roil equipment
and shuchres representing vorious focets ol Wesl Virginia
logging can now be inspected during the 20-minule slop.
An inlerpreter leads tours Morday through Friday af the
comp cors and shanlies, diesel loader, 4-wheel coboos2
and steam-powered Lidgerwood fower skidde:
Whillaker Camp No.1 is an on-geoing projecl which has
involved thousands of volunteer hours by members of the
Maunlgin State Roilroad ond Logging Historical
Assodalion, o non-profit organizotion based in Coss.

Diesal loq ioader at
work naar Anjean,
Greenbriar Counly,
in 1855 far tha
Meadow Rivar
Lumber Co.

Phala by Barnard Kern
Cowfesy Erc Mundly.
from the MSHLHA
1997 Cakerdar
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This Week At Cass
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Free Supplementary Programs
of Cass Scenic Railroad State Park

August 5- 11, 1996

.

!

e

'S

z
\
|






